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inserted the word “principally” in order to
conserve certain forms of traffic. Later on,
under the first sehedule, wo agreed to exempt
the particular class of vehicle from license
fee under this measure. There is now no
necessity for the word “principally” because
it would conflict with the wording of the
schedule. I move an amendment—

That in paragraph {c) ‘‘principally’’ be
struck out and the word ‘‘solely’’ inserted in
licu.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause 47—Limitation of time for which
drivers of certain motor vehicles may remain
continuously on duty:

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
During the passage of the Bill, paragraph
(d) was inserted in this clause. It is now
found that it is not in order, and should not
find a place in the measure, I move an
amendment—

That paragraph {d) be struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments, and the reports adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—MINE WORKERS' RELIEF ACT
AMENDMENT.

Retnrned from the Couneil with amend-
nents.

BILL—FREMANTLE CITY COUNCIL

LANDS ACT AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Council without
amendment.

House adjourned 10.45 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Government Railways Aet Amendment.

2, Public Works Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL—LAND.
Couneil’s Amendments.

Schedule of three amendments made by
the Couineil now considered.

In Commaitee,

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill,

No. 1: Clause 113, Subelause (5), page
52.—Delete the words “except as provided
by the last preceding subsection.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—
That the amendment he agreed to,

The words are unnecessary. In the original
draft of the Bill, Subelanse 4 contained an
additional proviso, which was struek out be-
fore the final print. The words alluded to
that proviso, and when the provise was
struck out these words sheuld have been
struck out also.

Question put and passed; the Council’s

amendment agreed to.

No. 2: Clause 141.—Insert a subclause
to stand as Subelause (2), as follows:—

(2) This section shall not affeet the pro-
visions of any Crown grant whereby a re-
snmption shall not be made without com-
pensation of any part of the land granted
or demised uponr which buildings are
erected or other improvements have been
made; and such compensation shall be
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assessed at the value of ~neh bnildings or
other improvements, without regard to any
increase in the value of the remaining land
of the grantee, and xhall he payable with-
out any deduetion by a set-off against the
value of sueh buildings or other improve-
ments of any increase in the value of such
remaining land of the grantee.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
vriginal Aet entitles the Crown to enter upon
any lease gr area and resnme for public
wirks purposes. The Bill as introduced -
posed w time limit, vequiring the Crown to
excrei=e the right of resamption within five
vears alter the i=sue of the Crown grant. The
Bill further provided that if the purpose of
the resmuption inereased the valne ot the
land, such increase should be set off arainst
the compen=ation.  Another place proposex
that the valne of huildings shall not be so
wet off, but <hall he paid for in full wpon
resumption, even though the purpose of the
resumption increases the value of the land.
T regurded the Council’s amendment at first
as going too far. Towever. T move -

That the amemdment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couueil's
smendment agreed fo.

XNu, 3: Yew Cianse-—Insert a new elause
to stand as Clause 149, ax follows:—-

Mortguges of teases or leeuses to be trans-
ferved to Crown Grant, ef. No. 26 of 1011,
N 2-

9. A6 alease or license is mortgaged
tnder (e provision of seertion one hund-
red and lorty-five; or is subject Lo & mort-
zage under seetion one hundred and thirty-
cight of the Land Aet, 1898, and the lessec
or licensee, during the continnance of =uch
mortgage, hecomes entitled under such
lease or license to a Crown grant in fee
simple of the land, the mortgage, unless
dizcharged, shall by the operation of this
Act be transferred to and apply to the
€'rown prant and the Iand thereby pranted
in all vespeets as if sueh Crown grant had
been referred to in the mortgage; and on
the lease or license being filed in the Office
of Land Titles with a certified copy of the
mortgage as registered under this Aet or
the Land Aef, 1898, 2 memorandum of
sueh mortgage shall be endoraed by the
Registrar ¢f Titles as an enecambrance on
the Crown grant and on the folium of the
Hegister Book on his registering such

rs1)

2199

zrant, aml when so endorsed sbaill bave
effect as if it contained all the eovenants,
powers, and conditions which, by the
Transfer of Land Act, 1893, are implied
in mortgages under that Ae¢t or confer-
red on the parties thereto, except o far
as such morigage contains express provi-
sions to the contrary.

The term *“licenze” includes an occupa-
tion certificate or permit to oeeupy relat-
ing to a free homestend {arm.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: This ig
an entively new clause, and highly desir-
able. Numerous leases still in existence
under the Land Act were issued hefore leases
came utiler the provisions of the Transfer
of Land Aet. When sueh leases were mort-
cazed, the Crown grant conld not issue until
the morteages were di~charged. Tt was con-
scqquentl " necessary for mortgagees to pre-
pare discharges of mortgages, and also fresh
morteages which had to be registered in the
Titlex Office simultancously with the issue
ot the Crown grant. The mortgagees were,
thevefore, temporarily withont any security
between the time of the diseharee of the
mortgage in the Lands Department office,
and the registering of the new mortgage in
the Titles Office, with the consequent cost of
preparation of discharges, new documents,
ete.  Under the Council's amendment the
Rewistrae of Titles will he notificd by the
Lands Department of the encumbrances, and
will antomatically transfer them to the
Crown grant. This action will hring all
these old lenses into line with present-day
leases, T move—

That the amendment e agreed to
Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolufions reported, the veport adopied,
and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—MINE WORKERS’ RELIEF ACT
AMENDMENT.
CounciV's .fmendments.

Schedule of three amendments made by
the Couneil now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the JMinister
for Mines in charge of the Bill.
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No. 1: Clause 3.—Insert after the pro-
posed new Subsection (2) a further sub-
section to stand az (2A), as follows:—

(2A) Subsection (1) of this seetion
shall apply to any person who, whilst a
mine worker within the meaning of the
Act, is medically examined under the Act
and found to he suffering from silicosis
with tubereulosis or tuberculosis without
silicosis, but who dies before notice of
prohibition under subsection (1) of this
seetion hac been servea upon him; and in
such case sueh notice of prohibition may
he issned by the Minister notwithstanding
that such mine worker shall have previ-
ously died, and when issued shall be pub-
lished in the Gonernment Gazetle, and
when so published shall be deemed to have
heen scerved upon the deceased mine
worker and his employer at the fime of
his medical examination aforesaid, if the
deceased person was then employed as a
mine worker. Upon notice of prohibition
heing published as aforesaid, the depend-
ants of the deceased mine worker shall he
entitled to al' the benefits under this Aect
and the Workers’ Compensation Act,
1912.1924, to which they wounld have been
entitled as such dependants if the de-
ccased mine worker had not died uniil
after notice of prohibition wnder sub-
section (1) of this section had bheen served
upon him personally.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The in-
sertion of this new snbsection was asked
for by the Mines Department after the Bill
had gone to anofher place. The reason for
it is that, as the Aect stands, if a man is eer-
tified to he suffering from silicosis advanced.
or silicosis advaneed plus tuberculosis, he
must he served with a notice prohibiting him
from working in, on, or about a mine. That
process fakes some little time. Tt was dis-
eovered that if a man suffering from silicosia
died before the prohibition notice conld be
served on him, his dependants were not en-
titled under the Aet to any compensation.
On the other hand, had it heen possible
to serve the notice on the man prior to his
death, his dependants would have heen en-
titled to full compensation nnder the Act.
There was actnally a case where a man died
before the prohibition notice could be served
on him, with the result that his wife and
children 2ould net claim. The new subsection
empowers the Minister to certify by pro-
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vlaiming in the “Government Gazette” that
the notice has been served, which iz o he
accepted as suffictent to entitle the wife and
children to compensation. I move—

That the amendnent he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment ngreed fo.

No. 2: Clause 10.—Delete the words
“the mine worker,” in the third line of
paragraph (1), and substitute the words
“auch person.”

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The ob-
Jeet of this amendment is to eorreet an
oversight or migprint. Tt proposes fo
reinstafe the words “such person” in place
of the words “mine worker,” which were
snbstituted for them. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question pui and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to,

No. 3: New Clause.—After Clause 8 in-
sert & new clause to stand ns Clause 9, as
frllows:—

mendment of Seetion 50

0, Restion filty of the principal Aet is
amewdeld, as follows:—

{a} By deleting subsection (1) and in-
serfing in lien thereof a new subsection,
as follows:—

{1.) Subject, as in this seetion here-
inafter provided, any mine worker
notified in aceordance with section six.
feen of this Act that he is suffering
from silicogis in the early stage with-
out tobereulosis, may wiihin three
months after the date of receiving such
notice, or sueh further time as the
Minister may allow, give nofice in the
prescribed form to the department stat-
ing the name of the employer by whom
he was last employed as a mine worker
underground, the elass of work in whieh
he was so emploved, the date when he
so ceased to work, and the rate of pav
which he was then reeeiving.

{hY By inserting after snbsection {13}
proviso, as follows:—

Provided that a mine worker whoe iz
working underground as n mine worker
when notified as aforesaid shall not be
entitled to he registered nnder  this
seetion until he ceases to work under-
ground, and then shall only be entitled
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to be so registered, if he has ceased to
work underground within fwo years
after the date of receiving the notice
aforesaid and applies for such regis-
tration within three months after ceas-
ing to work underground as aforesaid.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is
another amendment requested hy the Mines
Department after the Bill had gone to an-
nther place, It is vecessary, because the
original Act provides that when a man is
certified at the Laboratory as suffering from
silicosis early, it is mandatory that he be
served by the Mines Department with a
notice that he is so suffering. The Act fur-
ther provides that if the man should leave
the mining industry within two yeary
from the date of the receipt of smch
notice and  vegister at the Mines De-
partment, he must renew the regis-
tration each vear, being permitted to work
anywhere else he chooses in the State.
At auny future date, should he go to the
laboratory, be examined smd bhe found to be
suffering from silicosis advanced or from
silicosis plus tuberculesiz, e would be eun-
titled to the full £750. As Lhe Act stands
now, it i= compulsory that unless the man re-
ceives his notice while he is working under-
wround, he eannot he registered. We had a
case in point rvegarding a  man  named
Bodinner who was working on the Great
Boulder mine. Te was examined at the
laboratory and found te be suffering from
silicosis early. A notifieation was sent hy
the Mines Depariment to him acquainting
hiln aceordingly and infimating that in his
own interests he shoulid leave the mining in-

dustry. Before the notice reached Bodinner,
he had left the mine and returned to his
farin. Because he had done so, he was not

entitled to he registered. That is altogether
wrong and was never intended. The Aect
wag designed to encourage affected men to
feave the mining indusfry and to grant them
eertain benefits if they did so. The amend-
ment will overcomwe the dilliculty that arises
in such cases as that of Bodiuner. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to,

Resolutious reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly transinitted to the
Couneil.
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LOAN ESTIMATES, 1933-34.
In Commitliee of Supply.

Resumed from the 23rd November: Mr.
Sleeman in the Chair,

1V ote—Departmental, £82,259:

MR, LATHAM (York) [450]: There

are one or iwo matters [ would like the
Premier to explain as I can havdly follow the
fignres he has submitted, particularly in
view of the fact that he has given notice of
his intention to introduce a Loan Bill, which
I cannot diseusg now. [ presume it will he
the usual type of Bill, alihough the figures
are somewhut puzzling. The Loan lstimates
last year covered nn amount of £1,955,000,
which was the suin allocated to Western Aus-
tralia by the Loan Council. The expenditure
was actually £2,217982 T suppose the
balance represented storves carried forward
trom the previous vear, beeause the aetnal
cash  received from loan funds was
£1,955,000. This year the Loan Estimates
cover an espenditure of £2,750,000, but
I notice that the Premier does not pro-
pose to spend the whole of that amount.
He explained that he anticipated spending
£2,686,311, leaving a surplus of £63,689. I
am pleused that the Premier has found it
possible to carry on without spending all
the money that the Lean Council were ahle
(o hand over. 1 cannot follow the figures,
seeing that the Premier indicated to the
House, in moving for leave to introduce the
Loan Bill, that it was proposed to raize
£3,946,000,
The Premier: That frequentty happens.

Mr. LATHAM: T have goue hack over a
number of snch Bills, and I have been un-
alMe to find one that exceeded the amount
authorised on the Loan Estimates to such an
extent. Generally, when the Loan Bill was
brought hefore members, it covered the same
total amount that the Committee authorised
when it agreed to the Loan Estimates,

The Premier: I will explain that.

Mr. LATHAM: I ghal! be glad to have the
Premier's explanation.

The Premier: But it will be on the Loan
Bill, of course.

Mr. LATHAM: T appreciate that, but,
for the moment, the fizures are somewhat
puzzling to me. As the Premier pointed out,
he has the advantuge of additional money
made availabie this year amounting to
332,000, which is more than the Premier
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stated would be available and presumably he
did not take into aecount the money he has
not asked Parliament to vote him. There is
no doubt in my mind but that the amount
indicated will be spent, and, naturally, the
Premier’s greatest trowble will be to get
sufficient money to enable him to carry on
tll July next year.

The Premier: That wiil be the trouble.

Mr. LATHAM: Tt is useless to expect any
Premier in charge of the Treasury funds
in these days to be able to carry on the
affairs of the State without borrowing some
money. While the gold-mining and the pas-
toral industries have picked up somewhat
because of the enhanced prices for gold and
wool, one of our principal industries is lan-
guishing very seriously. Then again there
is difficulty in promoting the circulation of
money, which naturally compels any State
Government to borrow. Many of our sources
of revenue supply are ent off and people
are not prepared to spend mooey in ahsorb-
ing the unemployed. We should be very
careful regarding the way in which expendi-
tare is indulged in, and T am not too sure
that the memhers of the Opposition are able
to agree with the Government’s policy at the
present juncture. T do not refer to their
poliey generally, but fo that obtaining af the
present time. I believe that, quite unknow-
ingly, the Minister for Employment is build-
ing up an artificial shortage of labour. It
i3 useless dismissing queries put to the Gov-
ernment by Opposition mentbers by the mere
intimation that the question vaised is receiv-
iug attention. The fact is that to-day a
dearth of lahour in the agricultural areas
is hampering operations, and that should
not he. It should not he the duty of the
Government to find work for people who can
get employment in other directions. If a
big programme of public works that were
neeessary were in hand, the position might
he different, but to-day work is being under-
taken that is quite unnecessary.

Mr. Raphael: If the men could get paid
for the work they do for the farmers, there
might not be the difficulty that exists to-day.

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member lives in
Victoria Park and knows nothing heyond
Victoria Park. He endeavonrs te display a
lot of knowledge that he has not got. I want
to stress the point that the Government are
absorbing in Government work men who
eould be engaged in other industries. 1
know that the conditions in the wheat indus-
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try to-day ure not nttractive enough tn en-
able farmers to pay high wages.

Mr. Raphael: They do net pay wages at
all.

Mr. LATHAM: Wages far in excess of
those the Government are paying to-day have
been offered, and men have refused to take
the work.

Mr. Raphael: No such thing.

Mr. LATHAM: The argnment advanced
to me by a mon in the country the other day
in explanation of his refusal to take work
when asked to do se was, “Well, the farmer
will not employ me for very long and when
I have finished the job, I will have diffiealty
in getting back on Government work.” That
is what iz happening. The Governwment
shonld not enter into competition with peo-
ple whe desire te securr labonr. I know
it is not veasonable to ask that married men
he sent to undertake work on farms, but the
Government could send single wen to the
eountry distriets Certainly they would do
just as well there as they do in the South-
West. Last year the policy was to close
down on Government employment of single
men during harvest time. T am anxious to
assist the Premier who has to find money
for the employment of men during the win-
ter months when other persons eannai pro-
vide work.

Mr Raphael: You suggest the single men
shonld he shanghaied down ie the farm.

Mr. LATHAM: T wish T conld shanghai
the hon. member, and if T had Lim at €he
end of a length of rope, T wonld pull good
and hard.

Mr. Raphael: Of course you wonld.

The Premier: Youn would ke to adept
American methods.

Alv. LATHAM: T have a letter from the
Tralwallinu Road Beard and T shall read it
at this stage—

Af the last mecting of my board attention
wns drawn to the fact that it was almost im-
possible to obtain easual labonr for the pur-
pose nf taking off the harvest. Jt was stated
that from 50s. to £3 per week and keep had been
offered for competent harvester hands, hut men
were declining to come into the country for a
fow wecks’ work, thetr reason heing that they
were doing quite well on snstenance work., I
was dirccted to ask that you draw the atten-
tion of the Premier to this matter with tho
ohject of devising some scheme whereby sus-
tenanee for single men decreases during the

harvest period, thereby making work in the
country more Aattraective.
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Anyone who govs through the country arveaz
will find that that describes the position.
At York the other day, five men were re-
quired, and it was impossible to secure them.

Miss Holman: Are you referring to the
instance you mentioned the other day?

Mr. Raphael: He is telling the same old
story.

Mr. LATHAM: It must be recognised
that every membev of this House has to
aceept his share of responsibility to the
wheat-growers. Tt is useless for members
to attempt te evade that responsibility.

The Premier: Were not the farmers able
to get them the next day.

Mr, LATHAM: No, they were not. Men
refused to take the work because they said
it wonld be difficult to get back on to Gov-
ernment relief work afterwards. Of courze,
that phase of the dilficnity might be solved
m somg way, but I do not think such men
shonld be allowed to depend entirely on the
Government. That sort of thing will have
o stop some time. Men cannot expect the
Government to continue along the present
lines. They shonld not expect to be picked
up for CGovernment relief works the next
day after leaving other work. They should be
expected to make some provision for them-
selves to cover a week or so, and the time
would all depend on how long they had
been employed on farms. To-day the prob-
lem is a sevious one. T know that the har-
vest will he taken oil, hut the work will
prebably ke longer than it should. The
most important factor is that the Govern-
ment are employing men who could obtain
work in other divections,

The Premier: There are many men whao
are not on relief work at all

Mr, LATILAM: 1t is diflicult to get mer
to work on the farms.

The Premicr: We have 3,000 men on sns-
tenanee who are not on relief work at all.

Mr. LATHAJM: Perhaps they are mar-
ried men. I would not he so stupid as s
say that the Government should send mar-
ried men into the gountry distriets wnlesz
they are prepared to make provision for
the maintenance of the families of those
men. T realise that the men could not earn
enongh on the farms to maintain two homes.

The Premier: If a single man receive:d
£2 a week he would he better off than he
would be in receipt of sustenance in town.

Mr. LATHAM: I received a letler the
other day askinz me to send an elderly man
to the ecountry to ecarry out knock-abont
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wark on a Larm. He had to milk a couple
ol cows and do a few odd jobs. A likely
leuking man came to see me; 1 engaged him
and sent a wire to the country aecordingly,
asking the farmer to meet the man. Later
on I received a communication informing me
that two visits had been made to the sidiny
to meet the man, who had not put in an
appearance. I found out {hat the man had
not used the ticket at all.

The Prewier: You made a bad selection,
or perhaps you are a bad judge.

Mr. LATHAM: The man scemed to me
te be u good type.

Miss Holman: Are you ruite sure that
he was on sustenance?

Mr. LATHAM: T did not make that
inguiry., I wanted a man to go to
the eruniry. Two ar tlree days ago the same
thing happened ggain. On this eecasion the
man wanted light work. He had been wet-
ting an invalid pension, but the payment
had ccased. He told me he thought the
wages were a little low, but I said if he
could do the work prohably he would get
extra wages, Tle was issned s ticket, hut
he did not go, for in the meantime he had
seeured another job, We ought to look into
that aspect of the problem, for it would re-
lieve the Government for a month or two.
The Government ought to allow these men
to be available. 'We have to do one ¢f two
things: We must either keep our wheat in-
dustry going or make some arrangements for
a gompromise in regard to our overseas in-
terest. There is only one way of paying
that interest, and that is by experting goods
and commodities. Tt would he better for the
Premier to find some money to assist the
Earmers in absorbing Iabour, better to give
the farmer €1 a week towards the payment
of 2 man, whoe would then be doing repro-
ductive work by cnabling the farmer to pro-
duce. Down in New Zealand, the Govern-
meni have made considerable grants for
assistance in huilding, granis up lo some-
thing like onc-third of the actual cost of the
work. T do not sugmest anvthing of the
sovt herve, but T say that instead of having
men down in the South-West falling trees
that cun wait, we might employ some of
them on the farms nnd make a grant to the
farmer to enable him to absorb that labour
and so get hiz ecrop off. Of course, T do
not suggest the Government should assist
any farmer who ean afford to pay the men
he requires, but many farmers ecannot do
that.
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The Premier: Your Government tried that
policy.  Did ol yon ahandon it after a
while?

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, because we thousht
the proceeds of the harvest shonld be able
to meet the cosi of the harvesi. We pro-
vided 13s. per week for the purpose, and
it was very snceessful. Later we reduced it
fo 7s. 6d. per week.

The Premier: But eventually you aban-
doned it, I think.

Al LATHAM : Yes, the trouble we Found
was that in some cases a furmer would put
off a man he was alveady employing, so that
he might gei this additional money, There
i always that difficulty.

The Prewicr: But it wonld not apply
during harvest time.

Mr. LATHAM: No, not to any extent.
We should render assistance to any farmer
who consequently will take on an additional
man until he gers the crop off; and it might
he worth while giving consideration to it for
the remaining portion of the current finan-
cinl year. When I see u man employved doing
merely  trivial work, not useful work, 1
always think it would be far hetter to have
him elearing a bit of eountry or doing a bit
of fencing; anything that 1s useful, that will
one day enable us to avail ourselves of the
improved conditions that must come again.
I hope the Government will look into that
question of getting men ouf io assist in the
harvest.

Mr. Heoney: Did not that system of sub-
sidising farm labour break down because the
farmer expioited it?

Mr, LATHADM: 1 have explained that we
thought at the time the havvest should be
ahle to pay for the labour reguived in har-
vesting. No assistance was given in our first
year, but in the second year it malerially
belped the farmers to get in a much bigeer
crop. When discussing the Loan Estimates,
we can only tell the same old siory over and
over again.  We cannot achieve prosperity
by borrowing money with which te find work
for the unemployed. We have to get back
to the hasis of assisting industry wherever
possible, as for nstance, assisting the change-
over [rom wheat production to wool pro-
tuction. T am sorvy thers i mot a higger
sum available on the Fstimafes for assisting
farmers hy the provision of additional
capital for the Agricultnral Bank. I know
what the Premier’s reply will be, namely
that they are having difficulty in getting
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back all that is owed to the bank now, and
indeed even the interest. But I believe thar
it we cowld advance for water supply and
fencing on a number of abandoned pro-
perties, we might he able to eonvert them
into sheep propositions. The Minister for
Lands, when speaking on the ltevenue Esti-
mates, said that serious consideration would
be given to the position of those farmers
who are producing less than a payable guan-
tity of wheat per acre. If a farmer has
a hlogk which is better ns o sheep pro-
position than as a wheat propesition, the
change-over would put a number of men into
work and would greatly improve the posi-
tion of the faymer. 1f we do not do that,
or if nssistance he not forthcoming from
some other source, ¢uite a lot of farmers
will he foreed off their holdings.

The I*remier: Some 1,200 wheat farms
are now on the hands of the Agrieultoral
Bauk.

Mr. LATHAM: XNot all wheat farms;
some of them are in the South-West.

The Premier: No, there are 200 group
farms in addition,

Mr. LATITAM: Quly to-day the member
for Kanowna {dMvr. Nulsen) told wme the
Esperance eouniry is now producing fairly
good grasses. If water can le proeured
theve and eonserved, that would help consid-
erably. We have spent a lot of money down
there, und some of the clearing is only going
baek te nature.

The Premier: Much of that wiil be good
stoek c¢country as well as wheat country.

Mr. LATHAM: T believe the P'remier is
right in that. Despite the low price of wheat,
a man who is yunning both sheep and wheat
will be able to make ends meet, After all,
for stock and sheep, fencing and the provi-
ston of water supplies are essentinls. Feng-
ing provides a fair amount of work and
would he a menns of employing many who
will be looking for work during the winter
months,  For some little time to come we
must get suflicient out of our wool and gold
and timber to mcet our overseas indebted-
ness. To-day £5,000,000 worth of wheat goes
abroad every year. That must be, for our
creditors will not take our notes, and it is
hetter to spend Anstralian money producing
wheai and keeping people emploved until
the markets adjust themselves.

The Premier: At the same time the Com-
monwealith have agreed to hring about a re-
duetion nf prodnction,
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Mr. LATHAM: Yes, but there will not be
any need to do that, for it must adjust it-
self. Governments and banks cannot go on
advancing money vear after year on some-
thing which cannot meet its own current ac-
countz, Some people seem to think that
begause the recent loan of £10,000,000 floated
by the Fedaral Government through the
Loan Council was quickly subseribed in Aus-
tralia, it may be taken as a sign of pros-
perity. Actually it is just the reverse, for
it means that people have not been prepared
to invest their money in ordinary channels,
hut have been waiting for some gilt-edged
security to come along.  If the people’s
money were invested in industry, as it shonld
be, the Government would have diffienlty in
flonting am internal loan; buf on this occa-
sion, in two days they raised £10.,000,000,
which must have been lying idle. So T do
not by any means regard the success of the
loan as a sign of prosperity, I would prefer
to see the Government, any Government,
finding a little difficulty in getting money,
for that would mean that the people were
preparved to invest their money in private
securities. Our goldmining industry is not
sufficiently attraetive to eapital, particularly
in this State. When we read the glowing
reports of the Minister for Mines on the
Lady Gladys mine—

The Minister for Railwaxys: Vou should
gee the liltle battle of gold he has!

Mr. LATHAM: That mine apparently is
a very atlractive proposition, and I am
hopeful that sueh ventures as goldmining
and sheep raising will attract all the capital
required.  The most unsatisfactory form of
capital is that which is available to Gov-
ernments alone.  The Premier stressed the
importance of making funds available to
the Railway TDepartment to carry out im-
provements to the roads and to effect belated
repairs. I remind the Committee that, while
the previous Government may have been
responsible for deferring repairs and re-
newals, they left to the State a legacy of
not less than £10,000 a year, whieh might
he used for making good some of the re-
pairs rvequired. T wish to stress that peint
particularly, heeause the member for North
FEast Fremanile (Mr. Tonkin)} told us how
hadix we had treated the Railway Depari-
ment by nsing up the stock-in-hand.  To
use the stock-in-hand was preferable to pay-
ing 30 per cent. more for the importation
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of additional stock. Nobody possessed of
Lusiness acunen would send money out of
the State, especially when requested not to
dv =0, and pay 30 per cent. exchange for
the purchase of additional stores, when the
obvions course was to use the stores in hand.
[f we were responsible for the bad state of
repair into which railway rolling stock has
fallen, at least we have left the Government
£40,000 a vear, and that will compensate
them {o # considerable extent.

Mr. Hegney: In what way have you left
the Government £4,000 a year?

Mr. LATITAM : By the saving on the cost
of enal.

Me. Wilson: You have not got the saving
vet.

AMr. LATHAM: 1 should he surprised to
learn that the suppliers of the coal had not
paid.  On the previous occasion they paid
fairlv punctnally. Of course they have to
ahide by the agreement reached.

The Premier: That applies only till the
expiration of the agreement in March.

Mr. LATHAM: T am aware that there
will bhe the same old fight again in March
next.

The Premnier: In Mareh there will again
he no tenders for conl.

Mr. EATHAM : But the positiou of the
Government has been considerably strength-
ened by the knowledge gained during the
last 12 months,

The Premier: There will be no tenders o’
(hat rate.

Mr. LATHAM : Then we shall have to find
other means. 1 am not afraid of what the
Government will do now. No doubt the price
of eoal will he more rensonable in future,
and a direct saving has been made. I am
satisfied that the inquiry institnted by the
previons Clovernment was justified, and that
the saving on the coal bill will materially
assist the Government to maintain the rolling
stock at a high standard.

Mr. Wilson: We shall have to bonus coal
az well as wheat,

Mr. LATHAM: When we compare the
prices of coal at the pit's mouth in New
Sonth Wales and in Western Australia, we
must realise that the Covernment arant a
benefit to the local article. T am quite pre-
pared that that benefit shonld be given. All
Governments have favoured a 10 per cent.
margin for the henefit of the loeal article,
and T hope the practice of allowing that
margin will be continued. Perhaps it is a
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pity that there are coal mines not too tar
away from this State; because they give a
hasis for comparison.  In view of the resolu-
tion of the Honse that further nssistonce, by
inquiry or otherwise, should he given to
gronp settlement, T am disuppointed that the
Premier has cut down the vote for group
setflement by nearly one half.

My, Raphael: Do not you think thai suffi-
cient miilions have been poured away in that
direction?

Mr. LATHAJM: The member for Nelson
{Mvr, J. H. Smith) is not in his seat at the
moment. and I wn wondering what he will
sav to that reduction. The memhber for
Sussex (Mr. Brockman), however, is present
aml he, too, ix inievested in group settlement.
The expenditure on  group szettlement lazt
yvear was £78258, and the provision for the
current financial vear is only £47,000. Per-
haps that constitutes one of the surprises
that the Premier had for us.  In view of the
Tow price of butter fat, zomething will nn-
doubtedly have to be done, for a time at
least, to enable settlers to vemain on their
Farms and maintain the improvements. These
are =ome of the hig problems that the
Grovernment of the day have to faee, On
one or two items 1 shall seek information,
and ne doubt the Premier will supply it T
hold that it is idle for any member to stand
m his place and eriticise unless he ean offer
constructive erilicism.  Western Australia,
plared as it is at the moment, has very little
control of ifs {inances, and little eonirol of
its destiny, Al that ean be done s to go
quietly along rvendering as=sistance to such
industries as ean be aided with the limited
amount of monev available.

Afr. Needham: Why did vou enter into the
financial agreement?

Mr. LATHAM: That 15 past history. The
member for Perth is in a singlarly happy
position. [ think e was one who opposed
it at the thme, and 1 am not sore that he is
alwavs right. 1 have turned the matter over
in my mind during cooler moments, and have
conzidered what might have happened had
all the States been permitted to go on the
loan market independently and withont some
forur of control.  Fach State would have
been competing  with the others for the
limited aptount of money that has been avail-
wble—a limited amonnt, particularly during
the last three venrs. No douhbi the control
of Australlan finance under the Financial
Awteement was the meuns of enabling the
States to come together and formulate the
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Premiers’ Plan. I know that some members
disapprove of the Premiers’ ¥Plan, but un-
doubtedly it aceomplished some goud. It eh-
hanved our reputation in the eyes of the
financial world. 1t enabled us to reduee
interest rates which eould not have happened
had the States been free to bargain against
exeh other. Only by eollective bargaining
wias it possible to seewre reduced interest
rates, and so in some respects the ¥inaneial
Agreement hag proved usetful. 1 hope the
Premier will toke notice ol the peints I have
brought under notice. The important one is
that the Government should not compete with
thoze people who require labour. We should
make available to the farmer all the [abonr
required, Tt is uscless to erilicise the farmer,
At the end of the year he will not have a
shilling out of his wheat erop. He cannot pos-
sibly have anxthing for himself with wheat
ut 25 o hushel. 1t is a matter of importance
to the State that he should be able to Larvest
the present crop and put in another erop
next yenr. Otherwise we shall be pluced in the
position of having to confess to the Ol
Country that we cannot meet our interest
obligations. There will he no alternative.
We have to send our goods oversens to meet
our interest bill. We emnnot send our notes
—they would not he accepinble—and we de
not produce sulficient gold lo enable us to
matke all owr payments in gold. From the
viewpoint of gold production, Western Ans-
tralia is more fortunately silunated than ave
the Bastern Sstates, but we are now a
fomily of Slates and it is useless for one
State to think that it ean do much singls-
handed.  Working eollectively, =ometling
cant be dome. We should assist the men
who nre producing at a loss in an industey
that is important to the Commonwealth as
a whole, We should try to give the farmers
some cncouragement by aiding them to get
the labour necessary to harvest their crops.
T ask the Premier to investigate the question
of getting some of the available labour
absorbed by the farmers, as that wonld re-
duce the claims on the Government, he more
satisfactory to the men than relief worl,
and more henefieinl to the State.

MR. NORTH ({Claremont) [5.241: The
Premier should he eongratulated on having
returned from the meeting of the Loan
Couneil in Melbourne with all the money he
asked for., We need all the money we can
get for the reasons so ably pointed out by
the T.eader of the Opposition. T wish to
divect atlention to u very interesting eowm-
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mentary on the situation published in “The
West Australian” on the 13th November.
It showed clearly the position with which
we are confronted. It pointed out that il
the State continued to borrow heavily—as
we are doing—we wonld soon be face fo
face with a day of reckoning. On the other
hand, if we ceased to borrow, we would be
confronted with an immediate erisis. That
is the dilemma facing us, and it is a fairly
difficult one to get out of. The newspapar
proceeded to say that what we should dn
was to borrow less and to balance the Bud-
get. The whole point of borrowing mare
money was to reduce the defieit and ahsorh
tho unemploved, so it iz dillicult to under-
stand how, if we reduce our horrowing, we
ean balance the Budget. Of course it is abse-
lutely impossible. A loan of €10,000,000 has
reeenthy been raised in Australia, the object,
in effect, being to feed the people and pay off
Treasury bills. This revives the question
as to when our interest bill will absorb the
whole of the proceeds of taxation. An
oceurrence of the kind is not pleasant to
contemplate, T would not have raised these
obvious points if I did not believe there wa<
a solution which T have presented in this
chamber, namely, not to worry about tre-
mendous prodnetion bhut to alter the system
of accounting to gain from production some
henefit. [ sensed from the remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition that he, too, is
heginning to feel that the position has he-
come hopeless. The fact that the Premic
was able to obtain all the loan money he
sought was, in itself, very satisfactory, bui
it is elear that we shall have to expend that
loan money either to produce in excess goods
that the world will not require, or to con-
struet works merely to employ and feed the
reople.

The Premier: Your system ceould not he
given effeet to hy an individual State.

Aly. NORTH: T think action by the Com-
monwealth Government would be necessary.
[ am aware that the State Government have
asked the Commonwealth to make an in-
quiry. T suggest that the Commonwealfh
Government be urged to avail themselves
of the first-band evidence of Major Douglas,
who is due to arrive in Australia in January
next,

Mr, Moloney: Do you suggest that vou
have converted the Leader of the Opposi-
tion?

Mr. NORTH: No; I thiuk the remarks of
both the Premier and the Leader of the Op-

position show that we are simply heading
towards a position when interest commit-
ments will absorh the whole of the procecds
of taxation. At the present time interest
does not absorb quite all the revenue from
taxation. The raising of the Jloan of
£10,000,000 recently was another step in that
direction. To raise £10,000,000 at 33 per
cent. interest merely to feed the people must
bring nearer the day when interest on bor-
rowed money will absorh all the revenue
from taxation. When that day arrives,
there will be no funds available for provid-
ing for police, justice, civil service or Par-
liament. If the book-keeping system were
altered as has heen suggested hy the new
cconomizts, the Loan. [istimates woukl have
a healthy Havour, and instead of spending
loan fuonds on incrensing production {or
expurt, where already there Iy cxcess,
we could probably use part of the money
to relieve some of the needs in the cities.
For years and years we have been driving
men from their homes to take work in the
bush, unnder the export complex, and 1
consider the day hos come when the
cities might well elaim some attenlion
from the Government. A start should be
marde with some of the works needed in the
cities, [ am aware that this is a new idea.
We should not exhaust our vnergies in simply
chopping down frees to prepave the country
for excess productivn for export when Lon-
don has definilcly decided against that policy,
when restrictions arc heing urged against
wheat exports, and when the British farmers
ave lighting  the Cabinet tu seeure a
reduction in the commodities supplied by us.
The ¢ime has arrived when thousands of
people living in the cities should be entitled
to de some of the necessary works that could
be undertaken. I am aware that it is hope-
less to propound such a policy under the
existing linancial system, but seeing that that
svstem is breaking down and that it is use-
less to expend borrowed money to inercase
exports, the time has arrived when we might
justifiably ask the Government to consider
the employmnent of those thousands of imen,
not on choppitg down trees and similar jobs,
but on sewerage, drainare, and such like
works for the henefit of the cities. IE that
eould be attended to, we should be ocecupied
for many vears in a useful and necessary
way. It is possille to obtain most of the
rates due for sewerage and drainage work.
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Mr. Thorn: Your propesition is u hope-
less one so far as the towns are concerned

Mr. NORTH: In existing eireumstances
it would be a hopeless proposition, but the
existing circunmistances are leading us to still
more hopelessness. At the moment we are
quickly arriving at the point when interest
will absorbh the whole of the taxation, be-
cause of the millions that are heing horrowed
for various works. Ts it nobt belter to nsc
the men in the cities for the improvement
of the homes in the cities and the standard
of living of the people in these homes? The
member for Northam said that 73 per cent.
of the taxation raised in Australia went tfo
pay interest. If that is not the exact figure,
it is one we are rapidiy approaching. There
ean be no excape from it. No one ean say
it is possible to increase taxation. The
Premier told us that 14s. 6d. in the pound
was being taken from some ecitizens, and
that if he took the other 5s. 6d, from them
they would not he able to meet the 41d. tax
he required at the time. This indicates that
taxation cannot be inereasad, The system of
borrowing money to meet the food bills and
retire Treasury hills must stop. What ean-
not stop is the need for work; therefore the
system that requires to he altered is not
that which makes for work, but the acconnt-
ing system whieh goes with it. I hope that
during the next few months it will he pos-
sible to have a complete transfer of policy
from one forcing a surfeit of commodities
that are not required in London, to one of
allowing thousands of onr citizens to work
in their own distriet in renovating and im-
proving their own cilies and surroundings,
garrying out drainage, sewerage and other
urgent works, which require to be done and
cannot be done because we continue to pro-
duce goodd for export. What is ealled eco-
nomie nationalism will foree itself upon the
nation, That will mean that we shall have
either to bring more people into the eoun-
try, ar the hirth rate will have to inereasc
so that our popnlation may develop. We
have to face a situation in which we can
build up our country so¢ that it may con-
sume onr own wheat. That is the final aim
in view. All European countries are now
prepared to fecd themselves. If we can
build up owr own country so that we can
conswie our own wheat and meat, we can
face our finaneial problems in a muech
stronger manner. Parliament will be able
to charge an economic priec for the com-
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modities we prodnee, and the producer will
have no further worry, We cannot go on
attempting to foree export, and taking
thousands of men from their homes and
placing them in the country, not with the
ohject of improving the position of Aus-
tralia or of their own standard of living,
but in order that we may export an inereas-
ing inount of untwanted produce. If we
handle the situation in the way I have out-
lined, this country will soon become n place
that ecan take care of is own finaneial
situation.

MR, SBAMPSON (Swan) [5.35): T am
pleased that the Premier has decided upon
an extengion of the electricity supply. The
story is an old one, but T hope the position
is gradually reaching the stage when we can
say that extensions are definitely going in
be made. We know how difficult it is to
secire money, and how difficalt it is to get
what is needed. T am very hopeful that
progress will be made with the exiensions.
They are of outstanding importance, par-
ticularly in -the outer suburban producing
arens, There is a good deal of land there
containing poor seil, and of practically
little valne as {hings ave. 1t reguires
clieap water supply, without which the land
i> comparaiively nuproductive. Those who
hold it are unable to make a living out of
it. 1t is important that water supplies
should Le available fov the development of
the poultry indusiry. I am pleased to note
that in certain distriets the size of the water
pipes is being increased. That is being donz
in the hills districts, and is a justifiable work.
I have received a number of lelters from
the localities concerned, urging that this
work should be carried out. I am pleased
fo learn thaf it has definitely been put in
hand in eertain places. At Darlington the
water supply is inadequate for the needs
ot the people. When, in 1923, o scheme was
provided for that distriet, it was regarded
as a temporary expedient to alleviate the
difficulties then existing. The pipes were
secondhand, While the work done was much
appreciated, it could not be expected to
continne in that state for very long. 1
hope that the work which is being done now
will be continued, and I know that those
concerned will he very grateful. Certain
matters dealing with my eleciorate I intend
to refer to the departments concerned. The
pasition with regard to rvelief work is a
difficult one. Tt may be that the department
will give consideration to the erection of
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poles awl other work for the extension of
eleetricity and water supplies when decid-
ing the kind of veliet work to embark upon.
In many instances it i alsa necessary to nn-
prove huth the <chuol groumd= and the schoul
buildings. T{ that work eaunot he said to be
reproduetive, it i» at all events essentinl
work, and 1 hope it will receive comsider-
ation. Fxtensive work could also be pro-
vided in connection with our agricultural
and «how crounds. I was partienlarly
pteased to note the remarks of the Premier
with respect to the Forests Department. A
oreat denl of wealth is represented in our
timber. In some countries that are hetter
placed in the watter of raintall great pro-
aress has been mmade in the timber industry.
L am glad to note that £30,000 has been
hypothecated by the Premier for the devel-
coment of eertain trees. I notice that mallet
bark is veferred to. I have expressed the
desive on several oceasions that consideration
should he given to the planting of experi-
mental plots on which the broad leaf or
commereinl wattle might be grown, In South
Mustralia the wattle bark industry is now
& commercial proposition.

Mr. Fergnson: And in South Afriea, too.

Mr. SAMPBSON: T helieve we were rather
short-sizhted when we provided sced for
South Afrien. With his known keenness in
vespeet 1o forestey, no doubt the Premier
will, T trust, try out a =mall plet for the
production of watile bark. It is a subject
about which T do know something, for as
a boy 1 stripped many wattle trees in the
distriet in which I lived. It is a nice side
line, and brings in many pounds lo the
small farmer. The pozition in respect to
pulp for paper is hecoming incrensingly
important. There is ample justification for
what has been done there. I am advised that
£310.:000.000 worth  of paper i1s used each
vear. Tn the United States in 1930 the value
of forest produets imported was £126,800,000.
This goes to show what a tremendons sum
is represented in timber, Aceording to the
“Statesmen’s Vear Book,” the area of tim-
ber that is used anunually for commerecial
purposes in the United States of America is
5,500,000 acres.

Mr. Moloney:
fieures?

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Yes. They were given
at {he British Empire Furestry Conference
during the vear before last, and kave been
taken Ciom the “Statesmen’s Year Rook.”

Are you sure of these
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The figures are thevefore authentic. In the
United States and Canada trees de not grow
as yuickly as they do here, owing to the
difference in climate. In those countries it
tukes 30 to 30 years to develop a tree to
the stage when it can be used for paper pulp
purposes. Up to 80 years are required if
the tree is intended for marketable timber
purposes.

Mr. Doney: What length of time does it
tuke Leve to develop a tree?

Mr. SAMPSOXN: lu New Zealand, where
the elimate is colder than it is in Australia,
the trees nevertheless develop quickly, and
within a perioed of 12 years can be used for
pulp purposes.

Mr. Wise: What sort of timber is that?

M. BAMPSOXN: This is soft wood, pinus
tusignis, and other pines,

Mr Toney: I do not think the pinug in-
siznis ean be cut at that age, even for that
purpoze,

Mr. SAMPSON: Remarkable wealth is
associated with that industry.  There are
4,600 uses to which the pine can be put. I
have a cliart showing some of the products
of pine wood and its by-products. The
main lines are groundwood pulp, newsprint,
wrapping papers, cellalose acefate, artifi-
einl silk, and even sawdust, and from saw-
llust there is made wallboard, artificial
woods, insulation, wall paper, and libre
plaster sheets. There is also a variety of
other side lines. It is gratifving to know
the interest and enthusiasm which has heen
.f;hown Iy the Premier for many vears past
m regard to  forests. As  AMinister for
TFovests, he has had the opportunity to do
sa. T do believe it would pay us to go fur-
ther and use for the growth of the pine some
of the poorer land around the outer subur-
ban distriets, such as that around Guildford,
which is more or less of a nondescript char-
acter and is comparatively idle. The pine
also erows wonderfully well in the hills.
Members have only to remember what the
Premicr said n few nights ago regarding the
growth of the pines in the Mundaring Weir .
area.

Alr. Hegney: And down at Cottesloe.

Mre. RAMPSON: Yes. and JMaida Vale,
and indeed in practicaily every part of the
Ftate. The warm climate makes for a ready
geowth.  Our main difficulty is the shortagze
of waier, but we must not forget that in
California where they have to depend on



2210

irrigation, they produce a laurge quantity
of the fimber. There are three kingdoms,
the animal, vegetable and mineral, and it
‘s worth while giving our attention to these.
From the three kingdoms every human need
is supplied. A number of needs are sup-
plied by timber and | am on safe ground
when 1 say this.

The Minister for Justice: Even silk stock-
ings are produced from it.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister is per-
fectly right that avtificial silk is a produect,
and artificial wool is made from pine pulp.

The Premier: Is there any danger of it
becoming a competitor of wool?

Mr. SBAMPSON: We may take time by
the forelock and develep omr pine forests
so thai if anything should happen in that
direction we shonld be able to do something
ourselves with the product. At the same
time T hope that nothing will interfere with
onr wool. It is interesting to note what is
being done in New Zealand. I was in the
Dominion in 1922 and even then there were
over 90 million trees planted mostly by pri-
son labour in the Rotorua district. The
estimated value at that time was £1 per tree.
To-day o company whielr is eperating in New
Zealand has planted 110 million frees, and
it is claimed, and the claim has not, T think,
been disputed, that the demand which exists
for this timber and particularly for pulp, is
sufficiently Jarge to warrant an even greater
production. The Government of New Zea-
land to-day has planted 240 million trees
and the arven covered is between 300,000 and
400,000 acres. So noting what has heen
done by other countries, if is bul right thai
we shonld give our fullest support to awy
action that might be taken by the present
Government and to what has already heen
done by preceding Governments, with regard
to the development of this wood. T hope the
work will be continued and extended. Be-
yond again urging that the utmost considera-
tion be given in respect fto electric enrrent,
a subject on which I have talked so fre-
quently that T have become sick of my own
voire, | shall support the vote.

MR. HAWKE (Northam) [5.531: The
point vaised by the Leader of the Oppos:-
tion in regard to the reaction developing in
country distriets fo-day as the resnlt of the
employinent policy of the present Minister
in eharge ol that department, is important
and requires the consideration, not only of
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the members of this Comumnittee, hut also
that of all people interested in the guestion
of maintaining the productive indnstries.
The Leader of the Opposition, in my opin-
ion, did not go into the question as deeply
and as felly as is necessary to a proper
understanding of the position. The main
renson for the diffienity now existing in re-
gard fo obtaining farm workers, can be
traced to the fact that a large nnmber of
married men in eountry towns formerly de-
pended wpon farmers to provide them with
sufficient work during the year to enable
them fo maintain themselves and their famni-
lies in some sort of comfort. When the
depression came and prices, particularly the
price of wheat, fell heavily, farmers were
no longer in a position to provide a measure
of employment for married men resident in
country towns. And when those mai-
ried men found that the amount’ of
work available on farms had shrunk
to such a great extent, they were
compelled to seek the assistance of relief
warks provided by the State. I know of a
large number of married men in country
towns who were forced into that position,
and because of that fact they now are em-
ployed the whole year round on relief works.
it is true they had their period on and
peviod off, but it is also trne that if is risky
for them to accept outside work during their
standing down period on account of the dan-
ger that it may interfere with their ¢hance
of again obtaining relief employment,

Mr. Doney: That does not operate in the
case of married men.

Mr. HAWIKE: Their earnings during
their standing-off period have to be taken
into consideration. For instance, if a man
did his four weeks or five weeks period on
relief work and then weni on fo a
farm and worked during his standing
off period, the Minister in control would
be compelled to take some notice of
that, otherwise it would be giving that man
a much greater income than really he
was entitled to receive, and probably as the
result of such action he would have to for-
feit some of the relief work that would ofher-
wise be available to him, If seems to me
that is the main reason for the difficulty
existing as far as the obtaining of farms
labour to-day is concerned. Single men are
not being employed on relief work during
this period except those fortunaie enough
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to huve heen hooked up prior to two or three
months ago.

Mr, Ferguson: Why do they not go out
ou the farms?

Mr. HAWKE: T thiok they will. I bave
found single men in Northam guite willing
and anxious to work on farms. When 1
made some inquiries at Northam last week
from the local branch of the Labeur Bureau
and from the district police office as to
whether there were any farmers in the dis-
triet who required workers, 1 was informed
that neither the local branch of the burean
nor the district police oflice had been noti-
fied by one single farmer of his desire to
vinploy labour of any kind.

Mr. Latham: Did Inspector Crow tell you
that? )

Mr. HAWKE: No, he did not. T am not
sugwesting that he told me, but I have it
or good authority, and unless the engaging
of labour is done through the recognised
channel, it is diflicult to set up a system
that will be at all satisfactory. I am sure
that if [armers would work through country
branches of the Labour Bureau, or through
police stations or some other recognised
authority, much of the difficulty at present
being experienced by them would be over-
come.

Mr, Moloney: What ahout the wages?

Mr, HAWKE: Wages are an importang
consideration; but single men unemploycd
in eountry towns find that if they are offered
any sort of wages, it is best for them to
aceept what is offered. Numerous men in
Western Australia to-day are working on
farms for a wage much lower than they
wonld have accepted five years ago, and
probably maueh lower than the farmers
would have offered five years ago. I feel
that with the co-operation of the farmers
irr the matter of engaging labour a good
deal of the dissatisfaction now existing could
be removed. 3Much benefit would result if
members, instead of coming into this Pay-
liament and eomplaining and—if I may use
the term—moaning about the situation, were
to direct the attention of the farmers to the
best method by whieh the position might
be met.

Mr. Doney: There is ample evidence,
though, that farmers put their applications
through the right channel. bhecause the
Marguis-street bureau have a large number
of vaeancies which cannot be filled,

Mr. HAWKE: The hon. member may
speak with aufhorily on that aspect, but I
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maintain that a consideruble proportion of
the labour required on farms could be ob-
tained in country districts without trounbling
the city at all. I go furtber uand say that if
the farmers could engage for their work
men who have heen resident in country dis-
tricts for some years, they would get a
better type of cmployee for the class of
duties required, than would be the case if
they drew their labour from the metropoli-
tan aren, The subsidising of farm labour
raises a big and bighly debatuble question.
If the principle is to be conceded that
farmers shall be subsidised in regard to their
labour because farmers generally are in =
serious financial position, the same prineiple
must be coneeded in regard to all other
activities condueted in the State. 1f, for
ingtance, ¢ertain  business coneerns are
finding it diffienlt to ecarry on their
activities, there is o similar elaim
to be conceded in their case. Lf mannfactur-
ing industrics in Western Australia are
finding it difficult to carry on beenuse of the
absence of a demand for the goods they pro-
duce, they have an equally logical claim with
other sectiong of the eommunity for sub-
sidised labour.

Mr. Patrick: Those sections are subsidised
in other directions.

Mr. HAWKE: That contention would
probably bhe et by the same contention
from the manufacturers in regard to the
farmers.

Mr. Patrick: Give us an artificial price
for our produet and we shall be content.

Mr. TAWKE: The manufacturer may
logically argue that the farmer is indirectly
subsidised in ten or twelve different ways,
or even twenty. However, that is not the
point to be argued. Although it might not
be wise to subsidise farm labour direetly, it
would bhe possible, T think, to devise some
method whereby farmers who are finaneial
clients of the Government might he assisted
in regard to necessary improvements and the
maintenance of the State’s asset. Tt would
be risky for the Government to make any
such schewic universal among farmers, bhe-
eanse other financial institutions stand hehind
what are known az the private settlers.
There is the Bank of New South Wales,
there are other private banks, and there are
stoeck and station agents; and private
farmers are elients nf those institutions and
livms_ Tt beenmes the duty, then, of those
nstitutions and lirms o earry their clients
through this troublesone period, if it ie
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tinaneially and  huymanly pos<ible.  Should
the Government devise some method  that

will be generally acceptable in regard to
assisting farmers who are clients of Govern-
ment institutions, 1t will be a step in the
right direction. 1t is generally admitted that
the class of work being carried on to-day by
our otherwise unemployed workers is a elass
that is not of great financial benefit to the
State ags a whole, a class of work that will
not he veproductive, a cluss that will not
even he productive of the interest to be paid
on the money horrowed to enable the work to
be done. Therefore 1 urge upon the Premier,
the Minister for Lands, and the Minister for
Employment to confer together on this hu-
portant aspect. It the assets of the State in
the shape of farms can be maintained and
the position of the Governmenf’s clients
made more secure, it would be a Ear more
heneficial expenditure of Loan money than
is the case under existing methods of relief
work. There is the rabhit menace; theve is
the urgent need for the netting of numerons
farms in the wheat arens. [f the neeessary
supplies can he obtained, I would not seri-
ously object to the Government making men
available to assist in the efficient erection of
that netting. Tt may be possible for the
.Government to do something in that diree-
tion. Similarly it may be possible for them
to act along the same lines in vegard to other
necessary improvements of the farmg on
which their clients are placed. As to rail-
way work and water supply works, I find
therc is a tendency nof only in Western Aus-
tralia but in all the Australian States, or it
" may be in all countries, for the whole of the
repair work fo be centralised as far as
possible within the city areas. Only a few
days ago there eame under my notice a case
from the Northam electorate. At Northam
there is a small workshop for the purpose of
dealing with repairs to trucks used in con-
nection with the goldfields water supply.
Two men were emploved in that workshop
for the pwrpose of carrying out those re-
pairs. Then some person in a position of
high authorvity in the hig repair shop in
Perth had a brain wave that it would bhe
desirable to remove that workshop from
Northam to Perth and have all the work done
in the ecity. On the face of it this may
appear sound policy, concenfrating all vepair
wark in the city: but, after all is said and
done, there are disadvantages involved.
There is the loss of time and the expense of
bringing the vehicles from the country to the
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eity, wil the loss of time and the expense in
returning them lo the country after beiug
repaived.  In view of the fact that half of
our pepulation is already concentrated in the
mebropolitan district, this sort of policy in-
stead of being cncournged should he dis-
couraged, and to some extent a reverse
paliey =heauld be operative. It is beueficial
to the Govermment and the Stufe as n whole
to encourige ns many people as possible to
g into (he country distriets. [ sincerely
hape and trust that there will he no further
attempt to centralise Government activities
in the divection | have mentioned.  The
question of horrowing generally is one that
has heen discussed and ve-disenssed times
out of mumber, Undoultedly the horrowing
of Australian Governments durving the last
four years has heen the salvation of Aus-
tradia.  Fxeept Governments had borrowed,
and except they had made that borrowed
money available as purchasing power to the
uneniployed peuple of Australia, most of ounr
commereiadl  activitizs would have broken
down long eve this. Tt has been this extra
purchazing power which has circulated by
virtue of Government borrowing that has
assisted to hold things together and to pre-
vent the crash that otherwise would have
The system of horrowing it-
self is, in my opinion, dungerous and un-
necessary. If Goverminents go on for aunother
five years operating the same poliey, then,
us pointed out by the member for Clare-
mont (Mr. North), the burden of deht and
—what i1s move ilwmportant—the burden of
mwiterest upon the Australinn people will be-
come %0 great as to he impossible fo mect.
Therefore it seems to me that within the
next five years there must be a drastic change
as regards the system of horrowing that
Governments will indulge in. The poliey car-
vied on up to the present has heen success-
ful to the extent that it has prevented a col-
lapse; but in preventing one collapse it is
tending to hring abouk another, and that will
be the collapse of Governments and industry
through the inability of the taxpayers and
industry {0 carry the inercased burden of
taxation that will be necessary fo meet the
ever-inereasing interest hill. We ave told
that the position will adjust itself, and must
adjust itself, that it is only a matier of wait-
ing a little longer when something will hap-
pen to set the whole position right. T do
not hold with that view at all. During the
whole of the depreszion period we have had

come about.
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the ~ome argument put before us.  The peo-
P have been told o remain patient, to be
oplimistic, to display hope and expectation,
Iweanse things must adjust themselves., But
things will not adjnst themselves, and Par-
llnents will have o take the initiative be-
fore things do adjust themselves. Some
penple think that because in the pust, depres-
sions came and disappeared, this one, having
come, will disappear, naturally and avntoma-
tically. This depression eame because of un-
nujural forees which were operating, and
those unnatoral forees will have to be wiped
away hefore the position can be rectified. I
sincerely hope and trust that the Premier
on his visits to the Eastern States in the
tuture witl hanmmer away to achieve a sane
and scientific alteration in the present sys-
tem of Government borrowing.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to T30 pom.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [730}: 1
thark the Government for proceeding with
the PBunbury Tlabour Works. YWhen he
itrodueed the Estimales, the Premier’s re-
miks pave me the impression that he
douhied the advisability of the cperations.
The work has been advocated for many
vears and lias heen justified for a long time.
When the timber trade was iu its hevday,
Dunbury was one of the main export eentres
of Australin. Tn Fact, I think it was the
third largest from the standpoint of ex-
ports.  Although there wag a big volume of
traede and large revenme was derived from
the port, very little was done to improve the
harbour facilities. Had the work been put
in hand much earlier, the cost of dredging
for vears past would have been practically
eliminated. Last vear £31,800 was speot
on the harbour, and this year's Estimates
show that about £40,000 has been provided.
Or last year's expenditure, a considerable
portion was spent on dredging and I find
that : certain proportion is also included
in the expenditure provided this year. I
understand that the work will take between
four and five vears to complete. If the
~chewme proves as effective as the engineers
vhiim, the reduced cost of dredging, year
by year, may represent a saving to the
State. (Gireat hopes are enfertained of a
revival of the timber industry in the South-
West, and it was pleasing to read in this
morning’s “West Australian,” the references
lu the prospects of the trade this vear, The
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arrangements for supplies of hewn sleepers
will be of considerable benefit to those con-
nected with the indastry. From the timber
trade, revenue is derived by way of voyalty,
milway freight and wharfuge, and in the
past those charges have had a detrimental
effect on the industry generally, T hope
that if there shonid be a revival in the tim-
ber trade, the Government will not be all-
grasping in the future, and endeavour to
eripple an industry that has done sv much
for the State. They should be satisfied with
the royalty that is imposed to-day, even
though it could with advantage be reduced
somewhat, and T trust that the railway
charges ohtaining to-day will oot be in-
crensed, On one oecasion 1 stated in this
Chamber that the timber trade had been of
greater benefit to the State than wheat,
from o railway point of view., T quoted
figures to show that more revenue was de-
rived from timber than from the whole of
of the wheat handled throughout the State.
That is not the position to-day. We can go
hack to the period when Bunbury was not
the port of export for any wheat at all,
whereas to-day, under the zone system, prac-
tically the whole of the wheat grown in the
Sonth-West is exported from Bunbury. I
bave some figures that diselose the position
to-day. During last season, 26 vessels
loaded 1,434,000 bags at Bunbury, whereas
during the previous season 15 vessels ship-
ped 1,275,000 bags. It was in 1914 that
the first shipment of wheat, representing 40
tons, was despatched from Buobury as am
experiment. It was in those days that the
timber trade was so buoyant, and fremen-
dous quantities were exported from Bunbury
overseas to Africa, India, England and else-
where. It will be seen that the wheat ship-
ments from Bunbury have expanded enor-
monsly in the meanwhile. The trade started
in earnest in 1916 when 3,758 tons were
exported. Wheat was shipped through Bun-
bury every vear subsequently, excepf in
1918, when the conelusion of the war com-
plicatad markets, and wheat supplies were
kept in stacks here. In the peak period, the
1930-31 season, 22 vessels lifted 1,537,167
hags and the trade has grown steadily with
each suceeeding vear, allowance being made
for seasonal fluctuations. If we can con-
tinue, through the operations of the zome
system, to secure the benefit of the trade
to which Bunbury is entitled, and we are
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able to provide the deeper water berths and
other facilities to which shipping at Bun-
bury is entitled, then the money to he ex-
pended, as indicated in the Loan Estimates,
will be reproductive and well-worth while.
The revenue aspect iz important, but from
that standpoint the report of the Bunbury
Harbour Board Commissioners may not be
very encouraging. There was a time when
the Harbour Board contributed very largely
towards Consolidated Revenue, 2nd it is to
he hoped that that will be the expericnee
in the future. The people of the South-
West have been looking forward for many
Years to a proper scheme for the improve-
ment of the Bunbury Harbour. Apart from
the exports of timber and wheat, there are
prospects of great expansion in the fat-lamb
trade, and the great bulk of our dairy pro-
duction is in the South-West. The people
in that part of the State are so concerned
about this matter that, at a conference held
some time age in Bunbury, it was deecided
that the various interests concerned should
combine to erect cool storage facilities at
that port. The object was to provide for
the storage of perishable produce, such as
apples, frozen lambs, and buiter. Those
people did not ask the State to spend moncy
on the provision of the facilities; they were
prepared to do so themselves. The expendi-
ture on the harbour will assist those who
bave been prepared to spend their own
money in providing those facilities.  The
pity of it is that we will have to wait three
or four years until the harbour improvement
scheme is completed, hefore the people at
Bunhwry will be able to secure the advant-
age. Nevertheless, once the people know the
Government are sincere and are prepared to
make provision for completion of the scheme,
they will be encouraged to go ashead and to
promote additional export trade from the
whole of the South-West, through its natural
port, Bunbury. "When I was discussing the
Sonth-West with a railway official to-day, Y
learned that, from a railway standpoint, that
portion of the State is proving the salvation
of the system at this juneture. The South-
West line is practically the only one that is
really paying. The pity of it is that even
to-day trains are being sent from Perth to
Brunswick Junction to pick up loads for
railing to Fremantle. That seems unfair,
but there muost be some reason why ships
are loading at Fremantle, cargoes railed from
the South-West. Those cargoes should he
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loaded af the natural port at Bunbury. The
position is all the more inieresting when we
know that from time to time statements ap-
pear in the metropolitan press, and photo-
graphs arve published, indicating that the
Fremantle harbour is congested.

Mr. Tonkin: When have you seen that?

Mr. WITHERS : Often, and we are proud
af the fact. Nevertheless, when 1t is real-
ised ihat Bunhury is 90 miles from Fre-
mantle by sea, it obvious that a ship can
pick up her anchor aé night, and be at Bun-
bury next morning ready to load. In the
eircumstances, it is unfair to deprive Bun-
bury of the skipping to which fhat port is
entitled. In making those remarks, I am not
speaking in any derogatory sense regarding
the harbour at Fremantle, but if the ship-
ping trade at Fremantle continnes—

Mr, Tonkin: We will have to enlarge the
harhour.

Mr. WITHERS: If we are to concen-
trate our trade in one central port, it will
not he long hefore the harbour will be un-
able to cater for the shipping. In those cir-
eumstances, it will he necessary to have a
harhour adjacent to Fremantle where the
surplus shipping ean be handled. That
would be preferable to allowing ships to be
bung up waiting for berths. I compliment
the Government on the manner in which they
are spending money to-day in the re-laying
re-grading, and re-sleepering of the railways,
on general renovation and repair work that
has heen neglected for years. Some years
ago I had the temerity to mention that the
money the Government were providing for
the unemployed at that time was being
wasted in seraping grass off the foofpaths
in the suburbs and towns. At the time, the
Minister concerned said that I was partly
to blame as T was connected with a local
governing authority. Of course, we could
not blame local authoritics for taking ad-
vantage of cheap money.

Mr. Latham: But you could blame them
for blaming someonc else.

Mr. WITHERS: Although the Govern-
ment of the day were prepared to provide
local authorities with funds to enable them
to give work te the unemployed instead of
allowing them to draw sustenance for no-
thing, the fact remains that no return was
derived from that expenditure. I admit that
Bunbury, for instance, was greatly improved
as a result of the expenditure of that money,
and to-day her streets are among the finest
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outside the metropolitan area. What was
Bunbury’s gain, was certainly not the State's
eain. If that money bad been spant in the
way it is being expended now, it would have
been mueh better, and the railway permanent
way, buildings and rolling stoeck would not
have fallen into present-day disrepair.
The Government are playing a landable part
in seeing to it fhat their assets are improved
by the expenditure of this money. The Pre-
mier also said that money spent in re-grading
was of henefit to the State vailways. We
realise that. Tn the courze of his remarks
he mentioned the Collie-Brunswick railway.
It is almost impossible to re-grade the line
to such an extent as fo render praeticable
the hauling of anything like heavy loads.
But for many years past we have advoecated
thab, instead of re-grading that line, ancther
line shonld he construeted from Collie
through Wellingion Mills and Dardanup to
Bunbury, along a much easier route. Then
the existing line would not be congested and
we wonld et over the new line all the pro-
duce, coming through some wonderful agri-
cultural land which could be opened up and
developed right along the line. Now we have
the Wellington dam and the irrigation
scheme adjacent to those properties, and it
wounld prove a wonderful asset if we ecould
et the railway put through. It is admitted
that, by an efficient snrvey, we could securve
a line of eazy grades. What we are asking
for at present is that another survey should
be nuztide In order to see whether it would not
he more cconomical to gonstruct a line from
Collie through Wellington Mills to Bunbury,
which would be of abont the same length as
the existing line and would give us much
easier grades. In the past a strong arou-
ment against the construction of that line
was the cost of the bridge that would be
needed over the river. Bul more reeently
that bridge has been constructed for the use
of the railway out to the Griffin mine, and
so that diffienlty has disappeared. That
question should receive consideration when
the Government are giving attention to the
regrading of difficult railways: whether it
would not be easier and beiter to construct
the railway I have suggested than to re-grade
the existing line. The question of farm
labour raised by the member for Northam is
worthy of grave consideration. I mentioned
it on the Address-in-reply and, when dis-
cussing it subsequently with one or two Min-
isters, I concladed they had come to my way
of thinking and were prepared to grant the

established settler, particularly the Agerienl-
tural Bank client, a=sistance {rom the un-
employment fund. Many of those men ure
lo-day elearing land long distances away
from existing railways. lecently the Min-
ister for Lands informed me that it was not
for the purpose of helping the established
zettler and keeping himi on his holding, but
that his idea was o clean up some of the
abandoned holdings that were going back.
When we notice the abandoned holdings, we
wonder sometimes what the eost may be of
reconditioning them and getting suitable
settlers to carry them on. However, my
point s that the men struggling to remain
on their holdings constitute the State’s asset
of the future. If we are going to expend
money at all, why not tell those settlers that
we are prepared to allow thew the same rate
as we pay single men for clearing country,
te extend their holdings or to clean them up.
In the group settlement areas particularly,
the scttlers eannot keep paee with the under-
growth and debris on their holdings. Onee
o settler establishes limself a3 a 20-cow man,
he has quite enough to do in looking after
his property without any nssistance other
thaa that rendered perhaps by his wife and
a small family. Some of the settlers in the
Sussex district have informed me that they
could get erops of 40 tons of meadow hay
if only assistance in ecollecting it were
granted to them. If they are not in a posi-
tion to gather their meadow hay, it lies in
danger of destruetion by bush fires. I hope
the Government will consider looking after
their own asscts in that respeet, becanse it
would mean that many deserving settlers
would be placed in a more favourable posi-
tion than they now vecupy. [ congratulate
the Government on their [oan Estimates,
and T assure them that the work to be car-
ried out in the South-West is fully justified.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [7.52]: I have
been looking through the Estimates to see
if any provision is made for some safe-
guarding measuves along the Melville-ter-
race water front at South Perth. For a
distance of about a mile the shore there has
been gradually washed away by winter
storms, and unless protective measure be
taken before long, a large portion of South
Ferth will disappear into the river.

Mr. Hawke: That would be a national
disaster.

Mr. CROSS: It is imperative that before
next winter aetion be taken to econstruct a



2216

notective wall along that water front. It
would mot he a very expensive work, al-
thougly the cost would he more than could
bo shouldered by the loeal authority, whe,
lowever, ave prepared to aceept their share
of vesponsibility for the work. One other
requirement on the south side of the river
is the widening of the Canning bridge. [
sbonld like to know from the Premier
whether any provision is maie in the Bsti-
mates for that work, At present the bridge,
which is on one of the wain thoroughfares
ir  the metropolitan area, is dangerously
narrow for the traffic that it has to earry.

My, Latham: T am told it has a swinging
pile or two.

My, Hawke: Fs marrowness inpels drivers
tc be careful.

Mr, CROSS: The time has arrived when
something skould be done to widen the
bridge in accordance with the traflie.

Mr. Hegnev: What you want is a bridge
lilze that at Belmont.

Mr. CROSS: I understand consideration
has been given to the erection of a new een-
tral secondavy sehool in Plain-street, East
Perth, which is not mueh more than a mile
From the ventra] school in James-street,  Ts
not the Premier awave that very many more
people would be served if tle proposed new
secondary school were erected on the south
side of the river, either in Vietoria Park or
in South Perth?

Mr. Tonkin: I am afraid I eannot sup-
port you.

Mr. CROSS: 1 congratulate the Ministry
on having improved the elass o work pro-
vided ror the unemployed. i = now of a
much more useful eharacter than it was dur-
ing the regime of the previous Ministry. i
remember thai 18 months ago there were 300
or 400 men engaged in hoeing up grass, all
of which has since grown again, rendering
the work absolutely useless. If the Govern-
ment will do something about widening the
Canning bridge and putting in that protec-
tive wail at Melville-terrace on the South
Perth foreshore, those works will be greatiy
appreciated.

MR. J. H, SMITH (Nelson) [758]: 1
o not propose to congratulate the Gov-
ernment at all; in fact I feel more inelined
to place them on the rack. The only bright
spot I can see in the Government’s policy
is the carrying out of the harbour improve-
ments at Banbury. And even that was Iaid
down by the previons Government. How-
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ever, in all the Loan Estimates that is the
only thing I can sce contaiting any serap
o1 bope for the South-West.

Mre. Tonkin: You have had willions spent
on the group settlements,

M O HL SMITH : 1t it were nut for the
group settlements, there would not be any
mefropolitan area to-day; the metropolitan
area is entirely dependent on the rural and
agricaltural arvens ol the State. However,
1 presume the continuation of the poliey
of improving the Bunbury harbour is a sort
of =op to the member for Bunbury. T intend
to prove my words before 1 sit down. Why
de not the Goverbment eome ont openly anil
definitely say, “We bave no time for the
South-West It is right olf our picture and
out of our book, and we have no time
for it in any shape ov form, whether in
the Loan Fstimates or any other Estimates,
As o sop (o Bunbury, we arve woing to con-
tinue the worl on your harbour, although
we do not care a twopenuy damn whether
vou produce n ton of butter fat, a ton of
potatoes, an aere of pusture or anything
else.” 1 intemd to prove wy words vight
up to the hilt.

Mr. Needham: Why naot seeede!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: In 1926, 5 year to
which T am about to refer, the member for
Perth was enjoying a position in the Federal
sphere, and he does not know what le is
talking about tonight. 1n 1826 the Labour
Party were in power, and they spoke abont
our possessing the most wonderfnl conntry
in the world and promised to huild railways
through that country, Ministers have visited
the Soutl-We=t. 1f the Prewier consulted
the Minister for Agrienlture, he would
realise that the remarks I made a few nights
ago were not exaggerated.

The Premier: Thev never are!

Mr. J. H. SM1TH: I spoke of the carry-
ing capacity of the eountry, and when the
Minister for Agrieulture perused the re-
eords, he was satisfied that T, for once in
my life, had nnder-estimated the figures. In
1626 railway Bills were introduced by the
Labour Government and there was a pro-
posal to spend £10,000 as n commencement,
Of conrse it was never expended. Tn 1930
the same Government were going to spend
£20,000 on the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook
railway, bul that amount has not been ex-
pended, In the Loan Estimates for the cur-
rent financiat vear, £30,000 is provided for
the same purpose, and it will not be ex-
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pended this yvear. The mewher for Yilgurn-
Coolgardie (Mr, Lambert) is taking notice.
He is guilty. 1le hias politieal influence be-
hind him. Mine is a lone voice rving for
Instice for the South-West.

The Premier: You had three vears with
aomagjority and why didon't vou build  the
railways?

My, J. I SMITH: I depended too much
upon my friend, the Leader of the present
(iovernment. Perhaps I wai too innocent
or was too easily gulled by promises of
roat trains and other things. That does not
exense the present Premier for hreaking his
promise made in 1926.

The Premier: T made no promize,

My, J. TI. SMITH: Tle Premier made
no promise! e introduced a Bill and got
it passed by hoth Houses and placed an
amount of money on the Estimates for the
vommencement of the railway, He employed
men to stack 86,000 sleepers for use in
building the line, and those sleepers have
heen lying there for eight vears and the
taxpayers have heen paying interest on the
cost.

The Minister for Works: What about the
Yarramony line?

Me. JJ. TI. SMITH: I will leave the mem-
ber for .\von to spenk of that. The Govern-
ment are quite prepared to play up to the
menther for Bunbury and to earry on the
harbour improvement work undertaken by
the previous Government. They have a
meniber of the party representing Bunbury
and so they are prepared to expend money
there, but they are going to starve the back
country meanwhile, and when the money has
beeir expended at Bunbury, there will be
no timber or anything eclse with which to
fill the ships that use the Bunbury harbour.

Mr. Moloney: Do not vou think that ex-
peaditure is warranted?

M. oJ. H. SMITH: [ have spoken often
to urge the constrnetion of the Boyup Brook-
Cranbrook railway, but I am only one mem-
her of 30, one with possibly 49 against him.
I cannot understand why other members do
not support me in this proposal. It is a
erying shame and a scandal that the rail-
way was not bnilt vears ara. Tf any part
of the courtry justified the building of a
railway, it is this area. On the reports of
the Advisory Board, there is one railway
that ought to be built and that is the Boyup
Brook-Cranlirook line.
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We have tor-

The Premier: How many sheep fo
aere will that eountey earry !
woiten the figures.

Mr, J. H. SMITH : The Premier is aware
of the figures. T hope that befure the year
is out the Premier will vecognise the clabns
of that Jistrict.

Mr. Cross: How many shoep per anere will
it carry?

Meo ) HOSMITH : T sugwesi that the hon,
member pay a visit to the South-West. Let
me dirert the Premier’s attention to anoither
part of the South-West us vet undeveloped.
In regard to that part, the Loan Estimates
tell the same story. In 1926 T was most
appreciative of the Premier when he intro-
duced a Bill for the construetion of a rail-
wity I'rom Manjimup te Mount Barker. That
hie should have been bujlt vears ago. The
Premier placed £10,000 on the Estimates for
rthe commencement of the work in 1926, and
to-day the Fstimates show that the amount
has heen unexpended, Why has the |2re-
mier  altered  his  opinion regarding  the
Routh-West?

The Premier: [ will tell vay. Seeing that
the Government vou supported Ffor ihree
vears did not do anxthing, [ thought there
must be some goold reason For their inaction.

Me. S H SMITH: Vit is a very paltry
excuse.  LE the building of ihe railwuy was
Justified in 1926, and if the Premier aeeepred
the reports of his officers on that occasion,
its construetion should he warranied in 1033,
If there was anv justification for the Pre-
mier’s change of attitude. T wonld not mine;
I would conciude thar 1 lind heen bolsteringe
up a had ecase, but the country is improving:
ils earrving capavily is inereasing.

The Premier: T can see that vour apuacity
is inereasing.

Me. J. H. SMITH: Railways are heing
authorised to serve the wheut nreas and en.
eomrage the expansion of an industry that
Itas to be holstered with a Federal bonus.

Mr. EHegney: You voted for those lines.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: T did not; T said there
wag 1o justifieation for construeting them.
There is one bright spot in the Estimates,
wamely. the reference to the Westcliffe-
Yortheliffie railway,

Mr. Tankin: You said Bunbury was a
bright zpot. That makes two.

Mr. L. H. SMITH :; But there is a blot on
this brizht spot.  There is no gnarantee
that the line will be built.  Although an
amount is shown on the Estimates, T know
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that the men have been taken off the job
and that the whele of the machinery and
plant have been removed from the district.
Though the amount is shown on the Bsti-
mates, the work will not be proeceeded with.
T presume the Government intend to use the
plant for constructing the Yuna-Dartmoor
railway or the Southern Cross southwards
railway.

Mr. Yerguzon: Yon have had the plant
down there a long time.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Not too long. There
is avery justifieation for building the rail-
ways I have mentioned. The Advisory
Jaard have approved of their eoustruction,
but T do not know that they have ever ap-
proved of the huilding of a line from Moora
to Jurien Bay, as advocated by the member
tor Trwin-Moore (Mr. Ferguson). One could
talg for hours on the South-West and get
no further. I am asked why I have not
made’ this a party matter. 1 only wish 1
could do so and thut I possessed the decid-
ing vote, for there would then be nu deubt
as to what would he done. I would be very
definite, and if it were within my power tv
put the Government out of office, I would
not hesitate for a moment to do so.

The Premier: You would not do that.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I would, because of
their attitude to the South-West.

Mr. Coverley: Which party would you
join then?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: A few months ago the
House alnost unanimously agreed to a motion
that the Government should give attention te
the dairying industry of the South-West,
move partienlarly as it applied fo the group
setflers and soldier settlers.

The Minister for Works: Yon cannot deal
with that under the Loan Estimates.

Mr, J. H. SMITH : T can, beeause an item
appears on the Loan Estimates.

The Minister for Works: That i:
ter we are going t6 consider.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The price of butter
fat is down to 8d. per Ib.

Mr. Coverley: And you want the Govern-
ment to build another railway down there.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Government have
promised to do everything possible for the
gronp settlers and yet they have reduced
the amount for group settlement by almost
one-half, What do the Government propose
to do¥ Will the Premier tell us? Do they
propose 1o cluze down group settlement, or
lo earry on the industry?

a mat-
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The Premier: Which vote has been re-
duced by one-half

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The group settlement
vote.

The Premier: That is surely a wmisprint.

Afr, J. H, SMITH: Are the Government
sineere, or are they hoodwinking the people
down there? What do they propose to do?
Of the amount on the Loan Estimates, abont
one-third will be spent on fertiliser, while
the allowance for sustenance will he reduced.
How can the segtlers make a living and be
content with their lot while buttter fat is
tetching 8d. o 1b., and the vote has been re-
durced by half? Whilst the Government are
starving the outback parts of the country,
they are endeavouring to do something to
appease the people of Bunbury., 1 have fre-
quently veferred to the forests policy. Gov-
cernments have never appreciated the differ-
ence between a forests poliey and a policy of
agricultuve in the South-West. They have
been proceeding along wrong lines. A sum of
nearly £200,000 is heing spent from TLoan
on forestry. Tn nddition to that, the Gov-
emment deaw three-fifths of the revennu
from royalties, and are also expending that
upon forestry. It is a scandal, and a Royal
Commission should be appointed to inquire
into it. Every Soutl-West member knows
that thousands of pounds are being squan-
dered per medium of that poliey, but we
have no influence with Parliament.

My, Hegney: The eleetors will
change their representation,

Mr. J. T SMITH: The Conservatop of
Forests has supreme control, Caesar in the
old days had no more control than the Con-
servator has in these days. Te may be vighi
in some of his decisions, but in many in-
stances he is wrong,

Alr. Moloney: What have vou done in the
last six years?

Alv. SMITH : Mine has heen the voice of
one erving in the wilderness. 1E 1 eonld
induce the member for Subiaco, with his
knowledge of the economic situation, to visit
the district, I am sure he would bring a Tot
of infinence to bear upon the authorities to
remedy this situation. Endeavours are heing
made to establish pine planiations in the
middle of the jaxrah forest. Thatf 1s & most
lLoolish policy, and yet the officinls are spend-
ing thousands of pounds upen . We have
unly to look at Fast Kirup to see how Eoolish
it is,

AMr. Hawke: Who is the Caesar?

have to
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Couservator has
the power of a Caesar,

Mr. Hawke: Are you thinking of playing
the part of 2 modern Brutus?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We bave no control
over him. At Pemberton something like
7,000 acres of karri forest have been eut out
for the Pemberfon mill, and pines have been
planted there. The karri stumps have been
left six or eight feet high, the serub is grow-
ing up eight or ten feet high, and small pines
o few feet high are trying to make headway.
If a fire swept through, the whole of the
plantation wowld be burnt. 1 am not op-
posed to refovestation; I know that every
town in the Sonth-West has been built up on
the timber industry, ~ As a practical man
who understands the diiference between
jarrah and red gun 1 also know there is land
which should be set aside for the growing
¢f timber, and other land which should be
thrown open for agrieulture.  What is
needed is a elas slhf_atwn of the whole of the
dedicated avea. Instead of the Premier deal-
ing with the matfer piecemeal, he should
have a elassifiention made, and have set aside
all the land that is suitable for agrienltnre.
I aw bitterly disappointed that the Premier
has not carried out the pledge he made in
1926. Ide was in a desperate hurry to secure
authorisation for the construetion of these
railways, and the Minister for Railways at
the time said it would be a crying shame to
delzay thens. Bunbury depends upon the out-
back part of the South-West for its trade,
but it is futile for the Govermment to spend
£200,000 on the harbour there and to negleci
the outhack part of the country.

AMr. Lumbert: And the pecple of Bunbury
buy ernde oil from America to help them in
generating electrieal power.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T will ieave the mem-
ber for Bunbury to answer that interjection.
We thought in 1926 that the railway we par-
tienlarly required would be built, A ehange
then oecurred in Government, and the de-
pression struck the State. The Government
of that day said ihat inmediately they had
foreelosed on the manganese line, the South-
West railwayx would be built.

Mr. Hawke: Who said that?

Ay, J. H. SMITH: The previous Gotem-
ment, but they had not fhe backhone to
foreclose. When the Labour Government
came into office they decided to pull up the
manganese line, and appeased the member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie by telling him they
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would build a railway from Southern Cross,
southwards. 1t <id not matter to them what
bappened to the great undeveloped country
of the South-West.

My, Ferguson: Would you bave been sat-
isfied with secondhand rails?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I would be satisfied
with anything. If the Government desire
to get a return for their expenditure, they
will set abont construeting the Boyup Brook-
Cranbrook railway, and the other lines in
the South-West. I preswume at all events

that the Vote will not be allowed to stand
idle.

MR. MOLONEY (Subiaco) [8.27]: I leel
rather depressed after the gloomy picture
painted by the member for Nelson.

Mr. Needham: Not impressed?

My, MOLONEY: The point that im-
presses me particularly, and softens the
blow administered by the member for Nel-
son, ig that there is o bright ray in the posi-
tion appertaining to owr water supply. Con-
siderable initiative has been displayed by
the department councerned. They are now
augmenting the sopply, a work that has
been long overdue. This will eliminate the
ebnoxious  decoetion  which is  ealled
water, and which has been purveved to the
people who, if they do not contribute read-
iy to the exchequer in payment therefor,
will find themselves in an embarrassing
position. I am pleased that the Goverpment
vecognise the necessity for augmenting the
water supplies throughout the State. I have
my eye particularly upon the Subiaeo elee-
terate, which up to now has experienced
conziderable vicissitudes in the way of hav-
ing to use water whieh is unfit for human
consumption. I do not know whether it is
the advent of the present Administration
that has been responsible for it, but evidence
is fortheoming of a serious attempi to re-
move the discoloured water that has been
purveved to the people. Even in the street
where I live, pipes are being taken up. It
is an education to view those pipes, many
of which have heen under the ground for
30 years. I am indeed pleased to state that
the pipes are s product of the municipality
ol Subiaco, cast-iron pipes that afier 30
rears underground give evidence of the
admirable work torned out by the local
Poundry of Monteath and Sons Proprietary.
Those pipes are now heing reconditioned
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and are having removed Lrom them all the
rust, mnd, and other factors ol corrosion
aggregaled on them, and are being rendered
tit for further service by a system of eement-
ing.  Despite the evidence afforded of the
excellenee of those pipes, the men at the
foundry are not heing empioyed. In that
regard © am making further represeniations
to the Minister for Water Supply. I enjoin
spon that hon. gentleman to see that his
enginesvs appreciate the guality of those
pipes, which are capable of being utilised
again, | am pleased to see the gmeeat initia-
tive which is being exervised in vegard to
works at Skentor Park and the reticniafion
which is taking place in the suburbs. During
the last fortnight 20 houses have been joined
up in Subiaco alone. This represents a
considerable amount of work and material,
and is indicative of the energy being dis-
plaxed by the Water Supply Department.
Water bas been a vital question in the met-
ropolitan area.  The people of North Perth
still require sume consiceration in that ve-
speet. Mowever, I know that if there is
any man who ecan galvanise the Water
Supply Department, the Minister is that
man. Yie has shown himself deserving of
the faith we repose in him by pushing on
with the Canning dam. That work, T judge,
is new about to be consummated and put
into ul)l.'l'illi'_)ll. It is overdne. Not only will
it mean the providing of a long-felt want,
but it is alse o work which Is essential and
reproductive. Again, there is the contem-
plated  sewerage work in Clavemont  and
other districts mentioned in the Loan Esti-
mates. That also will provide employment,
and will be, not a drag apon the State, but
somefhing of a reproductive nature. There are
two ar three maiters I wish to mention with
regard to bridges in the Subineo area. 1
particularly yeler Lv Subinco now, because,
like the wember for Nelson (Me J. ML
Smith), | realise that unless I raise my voice
to stress the disabilities of my electorate,
the various parochial matters vequiring at-
teniton there will be disregarded in favour
of the doubtless welghlier problems con-
fronting  the Committee.  There is  the
Axon-street vailway bridge.  That bridge

as il pow exists is a menace. Subiaco
being  one of the oldest and  most

important suburbs, it is a disgrace to sce

4 bridge there in such a condition.  Agnain,
there is the Lridge at Daglish. Deputation=
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of Daglish residents have already pressed
the matfer, hut up to the preseny [ have
been unable to vrry it to fruition, although
iv is a worthy object of expenditnre. 1f the
Minister can see his way to please the
people of Daglish—assuming that he does
pof desire to plense mu—let him have thal
bridge taken in hand. I do not desire to
be enugtie. | recognise that up to date the
Government Lave done 1emarkably  well
under most adverse conditions.  As they
have displayed initialive in instituting the
Conning dam  and in trying to re-absorb
thuse who te-day are unemploye., so I ven-
ture to say that those other instanccs which
have beer adduced here will r:eeive the
attention uf fhe Government. Taoe Loan
expenditure has hcen augmented by fully
£400,000 as compared with that of last year.
I shall not be one te eriticize the Govern-
ment wnduly, L recognise the task that lies
ahewd of them, While I am a member of
this Chamber aud find the Government
functioning as they have functioned up to
the present, irrespective of anyone else I
shall be prepnaved to give them my utmost
cncottagenient and support.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [8.37]: I have
heard many references duving this debate
to tbe Yarramony railway. At the risk of
proving wearisome to hon. mewmbers, [ shuil
oifer a few partienlars bearing on that sub-
iect.  Looking back through "Hansard” I
find that 1 raised this gquestion in 1924.

The Premier: But what was the Jast time
you raised it?

Mr. GRIFPFLITHS : Since those days there
kave been 25 changes in the personnel of
the Chamber. Though it may be wearisome
to the Premier to listen to what I am about
to say

The Premier: I have never heard of the
subject before.

Mr. GRTFFITLS : The Prentier has heard
of it Lefare, and is likely to hear of it again.
For the benefit of new members, however,
L wish to mention one or two happenings in
connecfion  with the Ymramony railway
gince 1708, which is going hack 25 year=.
Before setting out on that phase of the ques-
tion, | wish to remark that in “Hansard”
of 1927, Vol. 76, on page 531, there will
be found a motion standing in my name and
reading as Tollows ;(—

That in the opinien of the House the Yar-
ramony Eastward railway should be bhuilt with-
out delay,



{30 NoveMBER, 1933.]

Thar motion was earried unanimously on
the 14th September, 1927, When I brought
the motion forward I enumerated various
attempts since the days when a former
Agent General, Mr. W. C. Angwin, in col-
laboration witk the then Minister for Lauds.
Sir James Mitchell, endeavoured to evolve
some scheme which would absorb unem-
ployed lumpers at Fremantle and also
body of public servants in Perth. For that
purpose the Yorkrakine settlement was de-
cided upon, and a great deal of activity
ocenrred on the part of Mr. Angwin and
Sir James Mitchell. The lumpers and the
public servants in guestion were drafted te
Yorkvakine. That is 26 years ago, Since
then there Luave been deputations without
number on the subject of this railway. In-
deed, I have Dbeen informed only to-day
that the Premier is about to receive another
deputation on the matter. The people of
Yarramony, castward of Yorkrakine are full
of optimism. They are not prepared to lic
down and let this railway project die, as it
will be unless it is kept moving, Glancing
through the Loan Estimates [ see that
for the Soutliern Cross Sonthwards railway
£20,000 is heing voted and £10,000 is to be
expended this yvear, leaving an unexpended
balance of £10,000 to the end of June, 1934.
That railway was authorised this year. Cou-
trasted with it is the Yarramony Eastward
ratlway, which was auihorised in 1924, For
it ¥ find the same old £30,000, the nnex-
pended balance of a previous loan author-
isation. For estimated expenditure during
the financial year 1933-34 there is no pro-
vizion whatever on these Loan Estimates.

The Premier: You know whai the Bihle
savs, “The last shall be first, and the first
shall he last.”

My, GRIT'FITHS: [ am speaking in the
hope that something will be done towards
raising the morale of those people, and en-
couraging them to go on fightine for
settlers who are 18 or 20 miles from a rail-
wav,

The Premier: That deputation will not
be necessary now; vou are stating the case
to-night.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I am siating the case
new n the hope that by the time the depu-
{ation interview the Premier he will be pre-
pared to listen sympathetically and fo pro-
vide a sumn for making at least a start upon
this railway.
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The Premier: You have slept on it for
lhrge years past, you know.

Mr. GRIFIFITHS: [ wish to remind the
’remier of a letter Le wrote un the 3rd Feb-
ruary, 1921, reading—

Dear Mr. Diver,—aAs I have been busy with
the clections, time has not allowed of u reply
to your letter carlier, You ask for a clear
statement of my nttitude on the proposed rail-
way, Yorkrakine-North Baandee, and wmy an-
swer I8 that if returned to power at  the
clections, a Bill for the construction will be
Lrought forwurd, and if still in Oppoesition,
the railway will have my support, believing
that when Governments pluce settlers on the
land it is their duty to provide all necessary
facilities to cnable them to market their pro-
duee without imposing on ihem unduc labour
or expense, 1 guther from your Jetter that
the Premier promises the railway next session;
but if sineere, why not have introduced it last
session as well as the Bolgart extension? Thia
iz importunt, because Parlisment has already
decided *“That new lines must be built in the
order in which the Bills pass the House,”’ and
tour new railways have been suthorised for
the past four or five yeurs,

The Premier: What is the date of that?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That letter was writ-
ten in 1921. I am drawing the aftention of
hon. members ta the fact that here we have
the Premier himself stating that the House
hud devided that railways should be built in
the order of their authorisation, and yet
we find the Southern Cross Southward rail-
way, authorised this year, 1933, under con-
struetion, aud a railway authorised in 1924
shelved indelinitely, so far as [ am able to
see. '

The Premier: As Billy Hughes said, what
does it matter what we said vesterday?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The 1'remier very
often turns aside these things with a joke.

AMr. Tonkin interjected.

Mr. GRITFITHS: T wish the member for
North-Fast Fremantle, who seems to know
s0 much, would stop interjecting; he is be-
coming the rogue clephant on the Govern-
ment cross-benehes,

The Premier: You had four country Min-
isters in & Government for three years.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: And the Premier
knows that ke has more loan funds thi-
year; much more than the Mitchell Govern-
ment had.

Mre. Cro=s: They would
(iovernment.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1i is useless talking
ahout what was ilone, or what was not done,
duving the past three vears. The Govern-

not  trust that
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ment then did not have the woncy that is
available to the present Government. Now
that a little money is available, the Govern-
ment put through the Yuna-Dartmoor and
the Southern Cross railway Bills.

The I’remier: The Southern Cross line
may he like yours; it may he authorised for
many years to come and not he constructed.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: When I noticed the
published statement by the member for Yil-
garn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) that the
earthworks werc to he started almost immne-
diately, it seemed to me that the money would
he quickly spent.

The Premijer: He may have been a little
previous.

Mr. Hawke: At any rate, you are eleaving
the pitch for the deputation next week, You
will get the Premier’s back up.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : The Premier is in sym-
pathy with my propesal, and if he had had
his way he would have built the line, T
have quoted his leiter.

The Premier: 1 would have huilt it long
ago only they would not let me do so!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In the concluding pari
of his leiter, the Premier wrote—

This is important, beeanse Parliament has al-
ready deeided  That new lines must be built ia
the order in which the Bills passthe ouse,”’
and four nmew railways have been authorised
for the past four or five years, and the Bolgart
extension makes another in the list for priorvity
of construction, and Mr, Mitchell ndmitted at
that time that the ling could not he built for
some years to come, The suggestion of Mr.
George tegarding the Kalgoorlie-Perth 4 feet
§1% inches gauge is absurd, The responsibility
for such a line is entively that of the State,
ihe Commonwealth have nothing to do with it.
Such a line would cost three millions, and of
course is out of the guestion for many years
ahead. I trust that your distriet will he
served by a railway before very long, thus re-
moving the handicap mndler which the scitlers
of the area have laboured so long.

I know what these people have gone through
singe then.

Mr. Moleney: What have you
these vears?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: What have I left un-
done? Let the hon. member look through
the pages of “Ilansard” and sce what the
member for Avon has done. The hon. mem-
ber is a mewcomer and does not know. My
name somehow has been linked up with the
Yarramony line and members have eome to
look upon me and that line much as they
did on the late Tommy Walker and his

done all
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Esperance railway., For vears they treated
the late Mr. Walker and his line with levity,
but he persevered until the line was built,
and I shall persevere with my protests in
the hope that in the eourse of time a meas
ure of justice will be cxtended to the peo-
ple interested, and that the required trans-
port faeilities will he provided. They have
heen promised those facilities for over 26
years.  The record of wlhat has happened in
the meanwhile appears in the columns of
“Hansard,” and six or scven Premiers, Min-
isters of Works and others have been mixed
up in matters assoeiated with the Yavvamony
proposition, in eonnection with which there
have been half promises, evasions. side-step-
ping, politieal expedients and other deluying
actions that have effectnally prevented any-
thing heing done to mete out justice to the
settlers concerned. The trouble commenced
when, through log-rolling, a railway line was
devinted seven or eight miles further north
than it ghould have been, depriving the set-
tlers I awm concerned about of their long-
promised railway fucilities. A little while
ago | communieated with the Minister for
Works asking that something should be done
to provide water supplies for the settlers in
the Wodjkodjin area. They are ahout mid-
wayv hetween two railways, The Minister re-
plied peinting out that the work wonld in-
volve too ninch expenditure. Some members
all Parlimnent have received letters regard-
mg lhe matter, which has been treated in
the usual official way. Tt has heen pointed
out it the cost ts regarded as excessive,
as there are vory few settlers concerned. One
of the settlers was here last night und we
interviewed the Minister for Tands (Hon.
M. F. Troy). We pointed out that even at
this perind of the year, 10 of the settlers
were carting water and the availahle sup-
plies of eight or nine others would be ex-
hausted shortly. Not onlv have those set-
tlers to cart their prodnee long distanees to
the nearest rallway, but thev have to carvt
water trom 10 te 15 miles as well. Under
thnse circunstanees, fheir position becomes

impossible.

AMr. Cross: (onld they not put down
dams?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: They have. but in

many instances the soil would not hald the
wiater and in others the dams are too small,
The seftlers in this area have heen carting
for the past 26 years over distancos up-
wards of 20 miles to the nearest railway,
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That has retarded progress and has pre-
vented thew from doing many things that
would have been possible had they heen
closer to railway facilities.  Soine of the
farms have been abandoned and the posi-
tion is so serious that 1 appeal to members
net to regard the Yarramony line as a sub-
Jeut for levity, The member for Northam
(Mr. Hawke} knows Lhat a settlement was
started at Quellagetting, but nearly all the

original settlers leff hecause thexr were
starved out.
Mr. Hawke: 'The Mitehell Government

promised them a road train.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Each Government pro-
mised them something. Bach Government has
been as bad as the other. T am not con-
demning any partienlar Government but all
of them.

Mr. Hawke: Thaf s a very fair state.
went.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Tt is impossible to
make wheat growing pay under such eir-
cumstances and certainly they cannot stock
their holdings without water. At Merredin
the school facilities are inadequate, although
the Government have agreed to provide an
additional classroom.  The pupils ave in-
ereasing in number and the question of
accommodation has been a constant sonrce
of worry. The headmaster has no ofliee
where he can keep his stock, which is put
away in odd places round the school. 1T
understood that arrangements had been com-
pleted for the eonstruction of an office and
storeroom, but npw I find cut that it is not
so. U trust that that matter will reeeive
some attention. I shall not deal further with
matters affecting the wheat-grower hecanse
we shall probably have another opportumty
when disenssing the Bill to amend the Farm-
ers’ Debts Adjustment Act. Tn conclusion,
T ask members to zo throngh the 1927 volume
of “Hansard” and read the happenings
affecting the Yarramony line since 1908,
They will be astonished at the miserable
story of evasion, equivocation and worse
during the 26 vears the unfortunate settlers
have been waiting for railway faeilities,

MR, LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[855]: I am pleased that £160,000 haz
been provided for gotdfields water sup-
plies. I ask that special consideration be
given to the provision of water supplies
in my electorate. When the amount of
wmoney that has heen advanced by the Agri-
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cultural Bank, and the almost impossible
position of larmers in the outer eastern
areas are considered, it must be manifest
to the Government and to anvonce who takes
the trouble to study the problemn, that wn-
less water supplies are provided, there is
ne hope for the settlers concerned. 1 have
in mind the miners’ settiement at Southern
Cross, the seitlers at Bullfingh, and in the
AMoorine Rouek district.  Each of these areas
is eapable of great production, given water
supplies adequate to carry stock, 16 is in-
possible to de that at present. Transeend-
ing all other conditions is the necessity
for the provision of water supplies.
Througlout the forming areas, the Agri-
eallural Bank bas advanced upwards of
#14,000,000 and the arrears of interest re-
present abont £2,000,000.

Mr, Piesse: What percentuge of the
farmers in your distriet are without water
supplies and stock?

Mr. LAMBERT: Practically none of
them has a water supply that would jus.
tify the stocking of his holding.

Mr. Ferguson: There sre some good rock
catehments theve.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, and the Minister
For Works should give that plase some
attention,

The Minister for Works: Why do not
they give attention to that fhemselves?

My, LAMBERT: Why do not the people
in the metropolitan area do the same?

The Minister for Works: They do.

Mr. TAMBERT: They do it by turning
on a lap. That s all they do to help them-
selves.

Mr. Hegney: And they pav
water they use.

Mr. LAMBERT: Do vou imply that the
people in my area will not pay?

Thoe Premier: You have just told us they
eannot pay.

Mr. LAMBERT: Only by the efforts of
those in the agrienlturnl arcas is it possible
for the people in the nietropolitan avea to
live.

AMr. Hegney: The way you arve talking,
it’s a wonder we live at all.

Mr. LAMBERT : There is no doubt ahout
vour capaeity to live, or the capaecity of
a lot of others in the ecity to live and
erifieise those who are earrying out the
useful work of the State in the agricul-
tural areas.

Mr. Hegney: You are living pretty well
vourself, T think.

for the
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The F'remicr: Did yon not say that foo
nnch  consideration  was given to those
people?

Mr. LAMBERT: No, I said toe mueh
considerntion within a given aren.

The Premier: T thought you said foo
much consideration was given to the farm-
ers.
Mr. LAMBERT: I do not believe in your
giving people within a stone’s throw of
the metropolitan area special considera-
tion when you will not give it to people
in the outer areas. Take wmining: Only
the other day a prospector was going out
to some ranges north of Southern Cross,
and I had to spend two or three hours in
getbing a special permit for him to take
with him a piece of rope and a blower for
the sharpening of his fools. We liere ave
charged with the obligntion of taking a
broad view towards the whole of the State,
not towards meraly the people in the meiro-
politan area. The miners’ settlement at
Southern Cross contains s hody of men whe
were advised to leave the mines on account
of their health. They went out there, and
the seftlement was formed, and in the
majority of instances those ex-miners have
done well. But there is no real kope for
them unless we ¢an reliculate that area from
the goldfields water scheme, or alternatively
use the loeal rock catchments for the pro-
vision of a water supply, =o that they ecan
carry some stock. Insfead of their being
unable to pay bank interest or road board
rates or other charges, if they had an ade-
quate water supply they would seon be
satisfied and reasomably contented. The
same thing may be said of Bullfinch and
other areas, and it is becoming increasingly
necessary for the Government of the day to
realise that position. Whether we have been
discrect or indisereet in pushing out the
wheat areas to a point eastward which will
not wllow farmers prefitably te operaie T
am nof going to discuss to-night, bul 1 say
there is hope for them if some of this money
15 used for the provision of necessary water
supplies.  From the cvidenee already ten-
dered to the Royal Gommission now investi-
gating the aMaivs of the Agriculfura]l Banl,
1 helieve the Commissioners themselves must
he coming to vealise the importance of this
question. T will not say that monex should
not be spent on a progressive policy of
water supply in the metropolitan area, for
that ix essential; hut what probably is equally
essential is that we attempt to conserve a
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little of the State’s money which has been
spent in the eastern agricultural areas. Un-
less we do that, we shall have many of the
holdings out there abandoned. I bope con-
sideration will be given to this. not only
in the interests of the farmers themselves,
but also in view of the enormous amount of
money that kas been ndvanced. In the zone
east of the rabbit-proof fence, the Agri-
enltural Bank, includimg a conple of million
and apparently it is impossible for many
of the farmers to pay even intevest. Our
tronbles have heen brought about domestic-
ally, brought abhout by the Agriculiural
Bank, and even by the State Savings Rank
when we had it, for no doubt onr liheral
policy of advances uandermined the Stafe
Savings Bank, and so we lost it. Theve i¢
ahout 14 million pounds ewing to the Agri-
cultural Bak, inclnding a couple of million
of acerned interest. Omn fo-dny’s commodity
prices suceess is impossible for a majority
ol our farmers, and so I hope the Govern-
ment will enrh expenditure in the metro-
politan avea amd garry out some veticulation
work in the agrieutural areas,

Mr. Moloney : People in and around 1’erth
are starving Tor water.

Mr, Grilfith=: What about the rock cateh-
ments in your area?

Mr. LAMBERT: There are some very
fine catchments down there. Al the roek
eatebhments in the State should he reported
upon, but it should not be gone about in
the manner in which it has hern done in
the past. On the Knrrawang line the Kur-
rawang Firewood Company for £2,000 or
£3,000 will throw in a rock eatchment cap-
able of impounding an immense quantity of
wiater.  Private enferprise is prepared fo
do that, but not the Government. In some
of the outer areas the rock catchments are
of immense potential value, and they ought
all be saddled up. T sincerely hope a eriti-
eal survey will be made of our rock catch-
ments. I am not like the TLeader of the
Opposition, who sees ruin and disaster in
the progressive indebtedness with which the
State is saddled. In 1914 the total Com-
monwealth indebtedness was a little over 50
million pounds, whereas to-day it is 1,200
millions, with an interest commitment of
over a million pounds per week for the
external and internal debts. While false
cconomists find fault with our continuing to
borrow meoney, they do not point to any
other way in whick we can develop the
State. The difficultics are our interest com-
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mitments, and ihe indifferent values we lave
had for loan expenditure in the past. |
bave every confidence that the Government
will give attention to necessary reticulation
in my area. believing as I do it is only by
that means it will be possible for the farmers
to pay their commitments fo the Govern-
ment.

MR, BROCKMAN (Sussex) [9.13]: 1 do
not inteml to eritieise the Government; in
Faet, T wamt to be helpful to them in the
carrying out ot their work, for no doubt
they have prepared these Loan Estimates
in ~ueh a way as they think will suit the
sountey best. 1 wish to support the remarks
of the member for Nelson as to the Cran-
brook railway, and T am sorry the Govern-
ment have not been able to see their way
clear to complete that long-promised line. T
fvel sure the Government and the House do
nol fully realise the value of that country,
of which there is a very fine tract from
Bovup to Cranbrook. It is valuable, not
only from an agrieultural point of view,
but also from the point of view of the tim-
ber area whick, it developed, would very
soon pay for the construction of the line,
especially as they have all the sleepers cut
for the work.  Those sleepers are only
deteriorating and will soon be of no use.
For a numher of vears the Advisory Boanl
has wurged the construetion of this line.
I am satisfied with the amount provided on
the Estimates for railway repairs and rolling
siock. Such provision is long overdue.
Probably that is the eause of the low speed
that characterises our fraflie. Jf is difftenit
for members to attend to their duties in the
country owing to the time occupied in tra-
velling from one centre o another. The mem-
ber for Nelson (My. J. H. Smith) referred
to the Forests Department, but T have no
ioubt that the Conservator of Forests
undderstands thoroughly  what he is doing.
With the member for Nelson, I feel that
wuch of the country locked np for forestry
should be thrown open for selection, and T
bope something in that divection will be
done in the near fuiure. I do not know
what i3 geing to happen to group settle-
ment unless the Government take steps to
assist the settlers. The price of butter fat
15 down to 8d. per Ib,, and there is talk of
its being Gd. next menth. If that bappens,
I can see nothing but disaster for the group
settlers. Mueh has been said about the dis-
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abilities of the wheat farmers and Govern-
ments have taken action to secure a bonus
for them, but it is time we considered the
settlers enguged in producing other commo-
dities. I hope the Government will do all
that is possible with the limited amount of
money at their disposal for those engaged
in the dairying industry. The member for
Bunhury  (Mr. Withers) dealt with the
Bunbury harbour. 1 am pleased that the
Government propose to continue the work
there. 1§ is the port ol the Scuth-West,
though there are other ports deserving of
comsideration. At the port of Busselton, the
jeity is in a bad state of repair, and I had
hoped that the Government would provide
suflicient money to put it in traflicable con-
dition. Tf is a pity that jetties built years
are should be allowed to deteriorate. The
Jetty at Flinders Bay has heen neglected for
many vears and to-day is useless because
portion of it has been washed away. If re-
pairs are not soon effected to the Busselton
jetty, part of that structure, I fear, will
become unfit for traflic. I was pleased to
Lave the Minister for Lands and the member
for Subinco on that jefty last week, and T
think both of them could testify to the state
of dlisrepair in which they found it. The
getty at Flinders Bay bhas been allowed fo
defeviorate so greatly that a new jetfy
would have to he huilt there.  The cost of
providing a new structure is not warranted
at present. bl the time will come when the
jetty will be required.  Flinders Bay is #
nalural port with deep water a short dis-
tance from the shore.  About 300 vards from
the shore, & depth of 30£t. to 4OFL is obfain-
able, =o that, apart from the cost of the
Jetty, no great expenditure would be needed
to equip Flinders Bay as a port. It is the
matural port of the Soulh-West from whieh
shonld be shipped all the timber frowm the
Pemberton district. T have been told that
there is a long-standing promise by the
Minister for Works to bridge the river at
Anenxta,

The Minizter for Works: What T said was
that 1 would swim the river,

Mr. BROCKMAN: The vesidents told me
the Minister had promised to hridge it. T
hope the Minister will see his way clear to
provide the bridee and make the road
throneh to Nanmmup.  Mueli has heen said of
the work of the previons Government, They
were greatly handieapped owing to lack of
funds, but ihey did woold work with the
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money at their disposal, particularly in the
direction of building roads and opening up
the hack eouniry.

My, Hegney: Most of the complaints to-
night have been that they failed to bnild
railways,

Mr, BROCKMAN: 1 am referring to road
making. They opened up o considerable
area in the South-West by means of roads
which, I believe, will return their cost
through land settlement and production. T
hope the Government will complete some of
the roads begun by their predecessors in
olfice,

The Minister for Works: What albouf the
Nannup-Pemberton road?

Mr. BROCIKMAN: T hope that work will
be continued.  There is much good land on
the western side which will earry many hun-
dreds of settlers.

The Alinister for
scttlers are there now?

Mr. BROCKAIAN: Sixty, and L believe
they arve the most successful of the group
settlers in the South-West. I hope the policy
of developing that land will be conlinued
becanse the oxpenditure is  cevtainly war-
ranted.

The Minister for Works: That road ecost
£40,000,

Mr. BROCKMAN: Tt was well worth the
money, nof only to open up the land there
hut to provide a publie highway and to pro-
vide for unemployed in the distrigt work of
a reproductive kind,

Mr. Ferguson: Worth it, with butter fat
at 8. per 1b.?

Mr. BROCKMAN: T am more optimistic
than is the member for Irwin-Moore,

Mr. Ferguson: But yon ssid there was
talk of the price being 6d. pext month.

Mr. BROCKMAN: TLow prices will not
last for ever. If they do, assistance will
have to be granted to the dairy farmers, just
as it is being mnted to the wheat farmers.
To consider only one section of the com-
munify  indieates selfishness and narrow-
mindedness. Why not treat all settlers fairly
and justly? T sympathise with the wheat
farmers, but they are not entitled tg all our
sympathy {o the exclusion of the dairy
farmers, than whom no section of the com-
numity are in zreater need of help.

My, Latham: The Federal Government are
introducing a special Act to henefit the
hutter industry.

Mr. BROCKMAN: T am pleased to hear
that.

Works: How many
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Me. Patrick: The consumer has to pay
sumething more for every connnodity thus
issisted, exeept wheat.

MR. DONEY (\illiams - Narrogin)
{9.23]: The most I can hope rogarding the
projected railways referred to by the mem-
bers for Avon, Nelson and Sussex is that
they will be huiit in the order of their eco-
nomie urgency. 1 do not know the value of
the districts to be served by those lines, but
1 have made up my mind to pay them a
visit during the approaching recess so that
T may be in a position to speak with a little
more authority when those matters are again
dissussed. Nevertheless, during the past
week or fortnight I have fonnd myseli los-
ing a little of my enthusiasm for new agri-
cultural railways. We have heen disenssing
ruilways that the Government have promised
to build in order to assist the settlers and
inerease production. What worries me is
that when that increased production ensues
there is a possibility of difficulty—resulting
from labhour shortage—of making it avail-
able to the market. The maiter of most
immedinte consequenece veferred to in the de-
bate has been that of the need for extra farm
tabour. Tt was dealt with copiously by the
Leader of the Opposition and by several
other members, QOrdinarily 1 dislike repeat-
ine what has been said by other memhers,
bul the seriohsness and importance of the
question demand that it be reiterated—I do
not eare how many times—until the Minister
for Tmplovment appreciates the need for
takinz aetion at onee. T cannot see that it
brooks of any delay.  The Minister will
understand that there are several grades of
work, the most important of them heing
necessary urgent reproduciive work. Then
there is reproductive work of no particular
urgency and, of course, there is work that
is just work and nothing else—work merely
1 oecupy men’s time. I find wyself wishing
that the Minister would give a litile more
attention to the most important of these three
phases of work. The Commitiee will recall
that the Minister, under pressure from mem-
bers, mainly through the medium of ques-
tions, made a statement to the effect that the
matter was receiving attention, or that the
department were doing their best to cope
with the situation. To me that was an ex-
traordinarily nept reply. There are thous-
ands of men in the State, divorced from their
usual oceupations, devoting their energies to
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what might be termed mark-time jobs, and
the Minizter’s reply almost suggested that
there was a shortage of labour, a difficulty
in finding hands to do work, than whieh it
will surely be admitted there is none more
important at the moment—the work of gar-
nering the harvest. The Leader of the Op-
position stressed the fact, and I ecordially
agree with him, that there is a strange iack
of co-ordination between the Premier and
the Minister for Employment. I cannot help
thinking that if the Minister for Employ-
ment had heen somewhat less lavishly en-
dowed with funds this season, he might have
been only too glad to ease the pressure upon
the funds by letting the farmers pay por-
tion of the wages that he hiwmself is now
paying. Mention has been made of the re-
luctance on the part of men, mainly single
men, to take work on farms. There is very
good veason for that reluctance. Similarly
sitnated, I believe I, too, wonld be reluctant.
It is well known that single men who have
taken up farm work have found it difficult,
after that work has ceased, to get back to
velief work at the moment, or at all. T sug-
gest to Ministers that it would be quite rea-
sonable to give single men offering for work
in the country a guarantee that on their ve-
turn, after the expiration of the usual stand-
ine—down period, they would not suffer in
any way from having accepted farm work,
but would he put back on relief work or sns-
tenance without loss of time or money. It
is not good that men should be completely
satisfied with snstenanee or velief conditions;
rather is it to be regretted. A man should
pever be quite as well off from following re-
lief work as he should be ns the result of
work that has eome to him from having him-
self searched for it and found it. Ambition
should always be profitable. T suggest to
the Premier that if he does not lend the agni-
cultural industry the hand it so plainly
needs, the position will irouhle him all
the more in six or 12 months’ time.
It would be a good investment now to help
them in their extremity. I hope that the
Treasurer will suggest that to his colleague
when that Minister returns from fhe coun-
try. The position to-day is difficult to under-
stand. It is almost tragic to think that
wheat should be wasted—it looks as though
some of it might be wasted—for want of
tabour at a time when the Government are
finaneing so many idle hands. Particalarly
is it hard to understand when we learn that
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so great is the need that many farmers are
offering 50s. to £3 a2 week, plus tucker, for
good men.  These rates are comsiderably
higher than those which obtained in normal
times. There must be something wrong with
the department of employment when this
kind of thing prevails. Someone asked
why farmers should, as a general rule, be
paying low wages. The wages are in keep-
ing with their incomes. At 2s, a bushel
they cannot as a general rule afford to pay
more than £1 or 25s. a week plus tucker.
The member for Northam was scarching for
a reason why the farmers were so short of
labour. The reason for that is staring us
in the face. He imagined that if only farm-
ets would seek the necessary labour through
the recognised CGovernment channels they
would no longer experience difficulty in se-
curing it. There is ample evidence to show
that they are already seeking labour through
the proper chanmels.

Mr. Moloney: What ahout guaranteeing
their wages?

Mr. DONEY:
that.

My, Moloney: But yon want your wages,
do you not?

My, DONEY : Between 100 and 200 farm-
ers have applied for labour through Govern-
ment channels, and this is ample evidence
that they ave secking it in the right quarter.
The hon. member also went on to say that
farmers would have a better chance of sue-
ceeding in their desires if instead of secking
labour through the Government burean they
would look for it in their nearest bome
centre. The hon. member has accordingly
expressed two points of view, one being en-
tirely at variance with the other. I will
reserve any further remarks [ have to make
upon the wheat industry until the time when
the Minister for Lands hrings down a Bill
to amend the Farmers' Debts Adjustment
Act.

I was not talking about

MR. WELSH (Pilbara) {9.35]: I wish
to draw the attention of the Government to
the bad state of repair into which the wells
have fallen on the stock route from Meeka-
tharra to Nullagine, Not only have some
of the wells fallen in, but in many cases the
buckets have fallen down the wells and it
is impossible to draw supplies from them.
It is of vital importance that the wells should
be put in order before the next season’s
eattle ecome down. As things are to-dey a
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mob of ecattle ean hardly be given a drink
at the wells. I hope the Government will
be able to put them in order. I notice there
is no vote on these Wstimates for Siate
steamships. The serviee is an excellent one,
both from the passenger and freight point
of view. I wonld point out that the tourist
trip of the “Koolinds” to the Malay States
will deprive the North-West coast of ber
services for the Christmas trip. 1 was in-
terested to hear the Premier say that he
looked upon the “Koolinda” as a child of
his own ereation. I am only sorry that he
stopped there, and that he did not have a
larger family of the swine sort. The service
has been of great advantage to the people
along the coast. I should like {o see either
another vessel added to the service, or ar-
rangements made to run the existing service
at more frequent intervals.

MR. PIESSE (Katanoing) [9.37]: One
cinnob review these Estimaies without a cer-
fain amount of concern vegarding the annual
expenditnre and the substantial addition fo
our national debt. The large increase repre-
sented in this year's loun expenditure seems
hardly in keeping with the spirit of the Pre-
miers’ plan of recovery. It is to he re-
vrelted that the inerease has been so sub-
stantial this yemr eompared with the two
previons yeurs of lhe depression. Mueh of
the expenditure would not have been ineurred
except for the desire to provide work for
the uwnemploved. Tt might have been ex-
pected that more than ordinary vigilanee
would have heen displayed by Parliament as
well as the Government in the expenditure
of loan funds, especially as we ave not vet
out of our dilticulties. T hoped the Premiver
would have made ¢lear the intentions of the
Loan Council with respect to eliminating en-
tirely the defieits represented by the annual
budgets. 1t was understood that with the
slow recovery of our primary industries, and
the general dislocation of trade, the forecust
that budgets would be balanced within a
reasonable time might not be fulfilled. We
should know what are the intentions of the
Loan Counecil with respect to the halancing
of budgets in the near future. Seeing that we
are horrowing £2,600,000, and that including
deficits theve will be added to our national
debt over £3,000,000, we should scrutinise the
expenditure more closely than ever, especinlly
when that expenditure c¢omes from loan
money. Whilst consideration has been given to
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maoking some of the expenditure reproduc-
tive, und to provide some useful work, in my
opinion more uselul work could be carried
out with the means at our disposal. We have
hadl two vears experience ol the depression.
It is to be experted that many of the people
employed in clearing in the South-West and
on other relief work, might soon be put into
more profitable and permanent employment.
This eould be provided by entering upon a
policy of farm improvement through the
Agricultaral Bank, thus bringing the wheat
Earms into a more productive state by com-
bining stock ralsing with wheat growing.
Some 35 or 40 vears ago in the Great South-
ern, many of the small farmers were enfirely
dependent upon wheat and cereal growing,
and were on the verge of bankruptey when
they took to raizing stock. 1 eould gquote the
niumes of many people in the district who
were in that position.  As members know
this is one of the most successful sheep dis-
Lriets in the State. One-tenth of the number
of sheep in Western Australia are now to
be Tound in that district, although I remem-
ber the time when it did not carry 10,000
sheep. [ well remember when men were try-
ing to grow cercals alone, and were entirvely
rnsuceesstul until they secured a few sheep,
Some of them started with only u hundred
cwes, but in a short time they became suc-
cessful farmers. Tf wheat remains at its
present priee the settlers in the outbaek (is-
tricts have no hope of suceeeding in their
ventures. They must tind some other source
of primary produetion to help them. Stock
raising is one of the quickest methods by

whiel they ean wet a return for their ex-
penditure,  The development of farms for

this purpese invelves ilhe putting down of
diams, the ereclion of fenees ete., all of which
work represents a good winter job. In
a short time, under a proper Agricullural
Bank policy mueh good could be achieved
in this direction, The associated banks are
already making available advanees for pur-
poses such us these. They realise that the
farmers eannot suceeed if they are engaged
in wheat production alone. 1 wish to refer
to the development of the country along
the proposed Boyup Brook-Cranhrook rail-
way. I was pleased to lear the Premier
ay that the road which was constructed
as a velief work would ultimately serve
as the earthworks of the railway. Tt is
in  sulliciently  good condition to earry
the railway  when the time eomes. It
i useless {o expect a railway to be built
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there within the next year or two. Before
tkat can be done, there must be further
development. However, I know of no other
part of Western Australia which could be
so easily developed and put to such profit-
able use as that parf. I suggest that whan
the Minister for Lands makes his visit to
the Frankland River district, he should take
the opportunity—towards which I shai
assist him—to inspect the country hetween
Cranbrook and Boyup Brook, with a view
to transferring the Frankland River workers
to that district, where the cost of clearing
will be only one-tenth of that on which they
are engaged at present. Further, the settlers
are there to make use of the improvements,
and there will be a quicker return from
that expenditure than is likely to result
from the Frankland River work. I do not
wish to eondemn the latter work; in fact,
I regard it as wonderful. Had it not been
for the unforfunate unemployment, the
Frankland River development work would
have been carried on for the next 50 years
under normal eonditions, adding a valnable
provinee of fertile Crown lands to Western
Australia, However, the time has arrived
when the Frankland River men can be pnt
to more useful and more profitable work.
Many of them went there quite inex-
perienced, never kaving done such work be-
fore. It has been an education to them.
Many of them who had not previously been
on a farm are now qualified to fill satis-
factorily many positions on farms. It is
absurd to keep men in something like g
Blackboy settlement, 45 miles from a rail-
way, with no means of communieation by
either telephone or telegraph, and missing
the opportunity of securing more permanent
employment. That seems to me a foolish
and also an expensive policy for the Gov-
ernment to pursmue. J regret that the Loan
Estimales do not provide more money for
the Agriculiural Bank. Tn my opinion, it
is unfortunate that so many clients of the
Agricultural Bank who are in need of fur-
ther assistance, for water supply and stock-
ing more especially, should be unable to
sesire the help that they require. 1
can only hope that when the Royal Com-
mission’s findings are before the Govern-
ment, something will speedily be done to
find more capital for Agricultural Bank
purposes. Unemployed labhour eould be
vtilised in connection with snch develop-
ments. In days gone by many dams were
put down by the barrow, the earth being
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wheeled ont at 1s. 6d, per cubic yard. Many
of the unemployed eould be put on such
work. There is no need to wait for horses
and seoops. A man need not he highly
experienced for such a task. It is not every-
body who can put up a fence, but under
supervision many of the Frankland River
men could be usefully employed in that
direction. The regrading of certain railwars
I regard as 3 profitable and usefnl work,
and I do not see why the unempleyed men-
tioned eould not he put on it. The Premier
suid that £45,000) had been spent en the Mt.
Helena tunnel deviation. Is the whole
of that expenditure to be charged against
the Working Railways, and will all these
deviations ecarried out by part-time work be
charged at fuil rate to the Working Rail-
ways? I do not think the Working Railways
should be charged with the full cost of reliel
works, but only with their actual wvalue.
The railway system is already over-eapital-
ised, and if the full cost of the works in
question is charged against it, working costs
will increase. Apart from the Agrienltural
Bank, the Government might make loansg
available to other than Agricultural Bank
clients for the utilisation of unemployed
lahour, or new lahour, or extra labour, in
clearing, fencing, and water supply.

The Minister for Works: What secuvily
would the Agricultural Bank pget?

Mr. PIESSE: With good, safe people the
Government would run less risk by taking.
no sccurity ab all. In any case, the Gov-
ernment are not likely to get hack more
than 30 or 40 per cent. of the money spent
at Frankland River. They are likely to lose
only a very small proportion of the money
lent to farmers of approved standard. The
rate of interest should be low—3 or 4 per
cent, As regards farm lahour, my distriet
has not so far felt mueh inconvenience. We
are later than York or Northam, but un-
doubtedly our position will soon becoms
acute. In the matter of finding work for
the unemployed there should be some eo-
ordination or co-operation. Members of
Parliament, to judge from my experience
and that of other members, have been fully
occupied during the depression in endeav-
ouring to co-operate with Government de-
partments and local aunthorities in finding
work for the workless.

Mr. Hegney: Would yoa say it was &
full-time job?

Mr. PIESSE: Yes, indeed. T realise that
the position of Ministers is not an enviable
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onc. I am satisfed that they have done their
ubmost to meet the situation. In this respeet
1 wish to pay a tribute to the Fmployment
Board, the Marquis-street Bureau, the Pub-
lic Works Department, and the Main Roads
Board, who all, to iy knowledge, have never
spared themselves in co-operating with mem-
bers of Parliament and local authorities in
endeavours to find work for those unfortu-
nate people. We have every renson to be
piond of what the Government deparimenls
and all associated with them have done to
relieve the unhappy position of the last twe
or three years. L ecan only hope thag when
we meet again nest year, the Premier will
be able to lell us of a better position than
that in which Western Australia finds itself
this vear. I hope that next year it will be
possible to eurtail our Loan expenditure
considerably, thus avoiding further additions
to the burden of interest.

"MR. CLOTHIER (Maylands) [9.37]): 1
had not intended to speak on the Loan Tsti-
mates, which are new to me. However, being
a metropolitan member and not a country
member, I think it desirable to offer a few
words. The aims of Couniry Party mem-
bers are, I consider, more in ageord with (he
interests of the primary producers than with
those of the country as a whole. However,
the sueccess of the primarv producers means
likewise a metropolitan suceess. T desire
to thank the Government for what they have
done for Maylands since T have represented
that electorate. Iirstly, there is the work
now in progress on the Maylands drain,
which is giving employment to 90 men.
That is a satisfactory featuve. There is also
work proceeding on the mains in various
streets of Maylands. I say withont fear of
gontradiction that the water supply in 40
streets has received attention, with the re-
sult that to-day Maylands has elean water.
There is one matter to which I wish to
draw the attention of the Minister for
Works, The bridge at Seventh Avenue is
not safe. It has been patched up time after
time, long hoards heing laid across to
strengthen it. It is an old sirveture, and a
spark from a locomotive would suffice to
set it on fire. Already it has been alight
more than onee.

Mr. Moloney: If it gets burnt, the Govern-
ment will build a new bridge.

Mr. CLOTHIER: If new flooring were
put on the bridge, it would stand for a long
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time yet. As regards the large drain I have
already mentioned, I believe the Government
intend to earry it through to Imglewood.
b iy tbe Y m e g
“MR.'HEGNEY '(Middle Swan) [959]%
There are one or two matters I wish to
mention hefore the debate closes. The main
puint raised during the discussion is the
question of farm labour. Many references
have been made to the need of labour to get
off Farmers’ erops. Undoubtedly it is highly
important that the harvest should be gar-
nered, and that the wheat should evenlually
reach the seaboard. I do not understand
why there should he a dearth of labour in
that regard. BEven excluding the number of
sitigle men now on relicE work, there are
hundreds of gingle wen in the metropolitan
aren. who are not on relict work bhut are
out of employment. There are many warried
men who are out of work and are not in
receipt of sustenance or relief. Knowing
that there is a fair supply of labour avail-
able in the mebropolitan area, I cannot
understand why the supply is not sufficient
for ‘he requirements of the farmers to-day.

I'r. Doney: They either will not go into
the country, ov are not suitable.

Mr. HEGNEY: Many of them have made
¢complaints about the conditions, and it is
net remarkable that some men are not will-
ing lo go to the eountry aveas,

Mr. Latham: I do not wonder, in view
of the doetrines preached here,

v, Moloney: And the doctrines are true.

My Latham: Nothing of the sort. -

Mr. HEGNEY : Irrespective of what doe-
frines may he preached, I know of many
instunces of thess men having been de-
frauded of their wages, even sinece I have
been a member of this Chambenr.

Mr. Ferguson: Defranded by faimers?

Mr. HEGNEY : Yes.

Me. Doney: But that happens in all in-
dusirics.

Mr. HEGNEY : Some of these men have
heen defraudea by farmers of amounts run-
ning up to £40 and £60. T have brought the
matter under the notice of the managing
trostee of the Agricultural Bank with a view
to fimling out whether the farmers con-
cerned can be made to pay the men their
wages, Some of the men were to be paid
30=. a week and their keep, and after work-
ing the hours they do on farms, they shonld
have been paid their wages.
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Mr, Latham: I have heen farming for 30
vewrs, and T have heard of very few such
istances.

Mr. Moloney: We hear of them.

Mr. Latham: You get exaggerated infor-
mation.

_ Alr. HEGNEY: [ have not exaggerated
in the statements I have made,

Mr, Stubbs: Why do they not prosecute
the farmers?

Mr. HEGREY: They have no power to
prosecute.  The policy of the Ewmployment
Board af present is that no relief work shall
be made available for single men, and that
has obtained for some weeks past. When T
made representations to secure work for
single nien in my eleetorate, I was informed
that [arm work was available and that the
men should apply to the Lahour Burean for
directions. T have done so, but whether the
men have applied for work in the country,
[ do not know. With wages at from £1 to
30s. a week, with keep, and the necessity to
work from daylight to dark, it is difficult to
get men to take work on farms.

Mv. Latham: The farmers are doing that
for nothing,

Mr, HEGNEY : But that is no argument
why the workers should be asked to accepi
nothing for their services. The member for
Wiltiams-Narregin (Mr. Doney) complained
that the Premier was too lavish in the pro-
vision of money for the Minister for Fm-
pioyment. The most important problem to-
day is to find work for the unemployed. The
unemployment trouble has been acute for
years and no particular Gevernment can be
held responsible.  That eondition is merely
u part of the economie system and, in the
vireumstances, work has to be found for the
unemployed. It cannot he expected that an
army of single men shall walk about for a
month or two and starve, while awaiting
cniployment.

My, Doney: When employment is offer-
g, there shouhl be no need for thati.

Mr. HEGNEY : Under existing conditions,
ihey are doing essential and necessary work,
most of it of a reproducive nature. The
member for Guildford-Midland (HOI'I. W. D
Johnson) and I have waited on the Minister
for Emplovment regarding the provision of
work [or single men, numbers of whom are
still unemploved in the metropolitan aren.
Perhaps if the pesition in the couniry were
adverfised and brought Lefore their notice,
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a supply of labour might be made available.
Then there is the question of compensation.
In many instances the farmers do not make
provision to cover their employees nnder the
Workers' Compensation Act. That has been
a bone of contention for a long time and
men are reluctant to aceept employment
under conditions that are not reasonable, It
is said that the industry ean pay such wages
only as are congistent with the difficult times.
On the other hand, when the farmer was get-
ting a very high price for his wheat and the
wool-growers reccived fabulous returns, the
employers, by every means, contested the
richt of the worker to secure a reasonable
refurn for his labour. As a result, workers
do not favour work ou the farms. The mem-
ber for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith} com-
plained that the Loan Estimates contein no
provision for works in the South-West,
apart from the Bunbury harbour. That was
a remarkable complaint in view of the fact
that we have spent millions in the South-
West and the State has to pay £400,000 in
interest annually on that expenditure, as the
result of which a return of about £4,000
every half year is received. The taxpayers
have to hear that heavy burden. Then the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lam-
hert) complained of the amount of money
spent in the metropolitan aren and urged a
curfailment so that a much larger amount
could be provided to meet country require-
ments. If he had read the Estimates at ali,
he would have known that the amount to be
spent in the metropolitan area is very small
compared with what is te be spent elsewhere.
Had he glanced throngh the Estimates, he
could not have made such a ridiculous state-
ment, and would have had a better apprecia-
tion of the real position.

Mr. Lambert: I was falking sbout water
supplies.

Mr. HEGKEY: 1 am pleased that the
{fovernment have heen able to secure in-
creased loan funds. When the Government
were returned to power, it was suggested
that confidence would be forfeited and that
we would not be able to get the loan funds
necessary to enable the requirements of the
State to he mef. I believe the Gov-
ernment, who have received £468,000
more than was available last year, will
spend the money wisely and well.
In my clectorale many matters require
attention. It is nob city inlerests that 1
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represent, for in my eleetorate there are
many priroary producers, men engaged
in pig farming, poultry raising and
froit growing, and many other industries, in
addition to a large industrial population. On
their behalf I desire to place a few matters
before the Committee. [ hope the Govern-
ment will suceced in getling the consent of
the Loan Couneil to the raising of the neecs-
sary funds for the extension of the electric
power house, in which event they will e able
to eonvey the current beyond the present
termini, A npumber of small scttlers at
Wattle Grove earnestly desire snch an exten-
sion, and in the hills districls at Helena Vale
both power and electric light ave required.
If the Government ean get the necessary
funds, they will be able to give those services
te all desiring them,

Mr. SBampson: And it will help them tre-
mendously.

Mr. HEGNEY: No doubt it will. There
is on the Estimates provision of £20,000 for
tramways. I take it that sum is for the ex-
tension of the Vietoria Park tramway and
the Wembley line. I wish to bring under
notice another desirable extension, namely of
the Ferguson-street route, which cught to be
run on to Garrett-road. That wounld be a
boon to many workers who have to leave
their homes early in the morning and who
have not available to them an adequate bus
service. Then there is the extension of the
Maylands drvain. I am glad Lhe Government
have provided money for that. T understand
the scheme will take two or three years lo
complete and should employ a fair number
of men. Certainly when completed it will
be of great henefit to Maylands and the sur-
rounding areas. There is also the necessity
for a sewerage sclieme in the Inglewood aven.
I know the putting down of an outfall will
cost a eonsiderable sum, but I do urge that
it be taken into consideration. At present
the sewerage scheme extends almost to First
Avenue, and there is a fair area heyond that.
Inglewood, I may say, is likely to develop at
a very fast rate and sewerage, of course, is
very necessary in any city area. No doubt
when the other schemes are hrought to
fruition, the Government will coneentrate on
extending the sewerage through that area.
Another Lhing, which I have mentioned he-
fore and upon which we have bad a depuia-
tion to the Minister, is the construction of a
subway on the main road at Hivervale. We
urge that a subway be constructed on the
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Bunbury railway line at Rivervale, so as fo
climinate that dangerons crossing. I under-
stand the Minister is giving consideration to
that and 1 bope that before long he will be
able to do something definite about it. Tn
the Middie Swan electorate one or two roads
are necessaary to enable the producers to get
to and from the Midlard Junction abattoirs
and markets, and also to the metropolitan
market, 1 lave put up to the Minister in
the previous Government, and to the present
Minister, the desirability of making funds
available fov the eonstrurtion of Wellington-
road, which will be of henelit to many pro-
ducers in that area, which is in close
proximity to I'erth, and which, in course of
fime, must earry a lige population of
primary producers. Then there is that other
road, known as Government-road, which will
also be of benelit to the producers in that
district. The road hoard concerned have not
the revenuc for the huilding of those roads,
and so are not able fo give much assistance
to the primary producers in that wea. I
am glad the Government are proceeding with
the Canning dan.  When that work is com-
pleted we shall have a supply of water which
will he of great benclit to the metropolitan
area. In the North Maylands area the water,
during the last summer, and even for a little
while this year, was almost puirid on some
days. I have gone home from the House
and tried to got a drvink of water, but it was
simply undrinkable,

Mr. Ferguson: 1 suppose you nsed it for
topdressing the lawn,

AMr. HEGNEY : Yes, and in some instances
it killed the grass. Iowever, it hus now
unproved in the aren in which T live, I
hrought the mnatter to the notice of the Water
Supply Department and diseussed it with
the Under Heerctary and certainly there has
been an improvement. Last vear the new
cemenk lined pipes were heing laid, and we
were told that when that job was finished the
supply would be quite satisfactory. However,
the water remained badly discoloured, even at
the beginning of the yenr, although dnring
the past fortnieht it cerininly has heen wore
palatable. Evidenily tie discolouration has
been due to the mixing of the supplies. The
Canning datn seheme, which will be a won-
derful feat of engineering, will supply the
needs of the metropolitan area for many
years to come, and in the meantime wil)
wive employment fo 2 large number of
workers. 1 notice in the Estimates an
amount of £35,000 for workers’ homes, and
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T understand that of that sam £20,000 is
heing made available for what is known as
the small loans scheme. Tt is for workers
in the metropolitan area, and parfienlarly
those in outlying distriets who have each
a block of land as a backing to the loans
they desire from the Workers’ Home:
Board.

Mr. Hawke: Why not in ecountry dis-
lricts?

Mr. HEGXNEY: The Workers’ MHomes
Board operale in country areas as well as
in the metropolitan area. 1 understand they
do not operate in the mining areas, hecause
there they ennnst he certain of their
security, I hope the matters I have spoken
of will receive the consideration they de-
serye.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantie}
{10.20] : Despite the tremendous thrust at
me made by the member for Avon (Mr.
Griffiths), T am quite prepared to compli-
ment him upon the persisteney he has shown
in urging the need for the construction of
the Yarramony railway. T hope it will he
Luilt for him

Mr. Moloney: Hear, hear!

Mr. F. C, L. Smith: Built by him.

Mr. TONKIXN: —but not before a new
traffic bridge is built at Fremantle. Mem-
bers are familiar with the song about the
old rustic bridge by the mill. That linc
could be suitably applied to the traffic bridge
at Fremantle. No provision is made in the
Estimates for vebuilding the bridge, and T
snppose one could hardly expect provision
to be made, but I direct attention to the
need for a new bridge in the bope that it
will not be overlooked in future. All that
the present bridge requires is that a little
ivy be trained along the rails at the ap-
proaches and a few hushes of lavender
planted in order to complete the roral scene;
that is, if the bridge will stand up long
enough to allow us to admire the scene. A
systern of patching has been followed from
time to time with the result that the bridge
is now like Nelson’s old flagship “Vietory.”
Very little of the original remains but the
shape. It is to be hoped that at the earliest
opportunity the Government will have a
structure erected worthy of the State. Vari-
ous members have mentioned the need for
bridges in their distriet and kave said that
they mentioned them in a parochial sense,
but a similar charge ecannot be levelled
against me because the building of the
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hridge at Fremantle has nothing of the
parochial about it. Tt is essential from the
State point of view, Fremantle being the
Iront door to the State, and the present
structure is no ecredit to anyone, Apat
from that aspect, the rebuilding of
the bridge would provide a source of
Incal employment, would bhe the means of
cireulating o considerable amount of
money in the State, and would be benefleial
in every way. Side by side with the build-
ing of the hridge, one could reasonably urge
that a dock should be provided at Fremantle,
Figures have heen quoted by the represen-
tative of Lloyd’s indicating that a dock
wonld he a payable proposition.

The Minister for Works: The figures were
exaggerated.

Mr. TONKIN: I am pleased the Minister
has mentioned that; I was not previously
aware of it. It eertainly puts a different
complexion on the matter. I was present
at a necting when the fizures were supplied,
and the representative of Lloyd’s certainly
made out a case that a dock would be & pay-
able proposition and that the State was los-
Ing a congiderable sum of money because it
lacked dock facilities.

The Minister for Works: I sent an officer
to see him and get the information, and the
representative wrote me afterwards saying
he was sorry he had exaggerated.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister should have
puhlished those faets, because a large num-
ber of people in Fremantle who attended the
meeting are still of opinion that the figures
were anthentie.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
the people took the figures very seriously.

Myr. TONKIN: Unfortunately, the Minis-
ter is the only one who has seen the letter.

The Minister for Works: Oh, no.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not know of anyone
else who has seen it. I certainly was not
aware that he had written the Minister to
that effect.

The Minister for Works: T understood
that he sent a copy of the letter to the Fre-
mantle Business Men's Association.

Mr. TONKIN: Then they kept it very
dark.

The Minister for Works: You bet your
life they did.

Mr. TONKIN: That is a further reason
why the contents of the letter should be
published. The people should not be misled.
1f a dock would not be a payable propesi-
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tion but wonld he an expense that the State
could not bear, I wonld not be the one to
advoeate its construction. From what I
heard at the mecting I was prepared tfo
assist in any effort to secure a dock af
Fremantle, The building of a new bridge
at Fremantle would give the Government
an opportunity to provide work for a num-
ber of men who find it difficult to leave their
bomes in order to aceept work in the coun-
try. There are men who at times find it
next to impossible to leave their homes, and
they could he well and profitably employed
on a work such as the building of a new
bridge. There i another aspect to be con-
sidered. In times of depression like the
present, private spending ig at a minimum.
People withdraw their funds from industry
and deposit them in the banks where they
remain idle. The result is that unemploy-
ment steadily increases, and if that state of
affairs is to be arrested, it must be done by
the spending of Government funds on Gov-
ernment works. Money is now considerably
cheaper than it has been for years, and
despite the statement of the member for
Katauning (Mr. Piesse) about borrowing,
I am of the opinion that to borrow money
al present for works such as the rebuilding
of the Fremantle bridge would be a wise
policy. It would utilise some of the money
af present lying idle, it would put money
into eireulation, and it would give a fillip
to private industry which would create addi-
tional employmeni. The Commonwealth re-
cently floated a loan. About half of it was
used to retire Treasury bills, the net result
being that the bank simply exchanged one
form of security for another, but at a higher
rate of interest. That policy should not be
pursued, and I hope that the Premier, when
he attends the next meeting of the Lean
Council, will urge that more money be raised
locally for expenditure on Government
works.

Mr. Piesse: If we had not such a large
interest hill to meet, we might constrmet
such works out of revenue.

Mr. TONKIN: I am afraid that the time
has passed when we were able to construet
such works out of revenue. I see nmo argu-
ment against using cheap loan money for
the construction of useful works at a time
when private people absolutely refuse to em-
bark their ecapital in industry. The banking
figures show the position clearly. One has
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only tn peruse the bank relurns to appreciste
how large is the amount of deposits, and
the bank circulars emphasise that point,
They state that money is available for ad-
vanees, but that people are not desirous of
utilising it. If people find they cannot get
a sufficient return on eapital invested in in-
dustry and are prepaved to accept a muceh
Iower rate of intevest in ovder to have their
money safle, the position is intensified, When
that happens the Government muost step in
and spend money, and there is no hetter
policy than that of foating a loan in our own
country and utilising the money for works
such as the one I have mentioned. The con-
straction of works of the kind creates a use-
ful asset, empioys the people, and eiveulates
money, and gives a fillip to private business
so that the field of employment is further
expanded, T feel sure the Premier will wrge
on the Loan Conneil the need for providing
a3 mmeh loan money as can be obtained for
expenditure in the way I have indicated.
They need have no fear that it will not be
well spent in this State, because the record
of the Premier inspires the necessary confi-
denece. Several members have claimed that
farmers eannot seeure the labour they re-
quire in order to take off their crops. My
experience has heen that when single men
have been ount of work and have applied to
the Labour Bureau for it, they have been
told there is none available nnless they are
cxperienced farm hands. Therein lies the
diffienlty. Hundreds of single men are seek-
ing employment, some heing in receipt of
Government relief, and some not.  These
men have been told that becanse they ave
not experienced they are not wanted on
farms. Where are the experienced farm
hands? 'Those men who are not experienced
must be given a chance on the farms, or else
we must look for the men who did the work
hefore. Very likely many of the single men
who were doing the work have since bheen
married, and have become absorbed in relief
work under the scheme for married men, It
is possible they have compared their pre-
sent eonditions with those that appertained
when they were working as single men on
farms, and were not prepared te go back
to that sort of labour, I know of married
men who have looked for employment on
farms, but they have been told that unless
their wives were prepared to do the cook-
ing, otc., there was no room for them. It
is not to be expected that every man will
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take employment under such conditions. It
is ne wonder farmers cannot secure the lah-
our they require when they impose such con-
ditions. References have been made to the
expenditure on railways and tramways. I
heard the Leader of the QOpposition say that
the previons Government could not be ex-
pected to replenizh the stock of the Railway
Department when they had to pay 30 per
cent. more than would have been neceszary
in normal times, becanse of the high vate of
exchange. The Leader of the Oppeosition
cannot have things both ways, e helongs
io a sehool of thought that weleomes a high
rate ol exchange beenuse it henelifs Lhe pri-
mary industries.

Mr, Latham: I was only replying to you.
I was not finding fault, and vou should have
known that.

Mr. TONKIN: I.am not finding fault with
the hon. member.

Mr. Latham: But you sa¥ I eannot have
it hoth ways.

Mr. TONKIN: That is so. If it is an
advantage to the country to have a high
rate of exchange, the country must be pre-
pared to pay the extra charges and put np
with the situation. Tt is no argument to say
that stocks could not be replentshed hecause
of the high rate of exchange. If we are
going to wait until the exchange comes down,
the stocks will never be replenished. The
present Government have had to do it de-
spite the high rates, and it should have been
done before as a matter of Government
policy. The member for Nelson sought to
show that my figures dealing with expendi-
ture on helated repairs were incorrect, and
endeavoured to support that remark by quot-
ing a number of stabements at rvanidom. I
asked him if all vaitway expenditure was in-
curred fromn revenne, meaning to imply that
a large proportion might he inenrred from
loan funds, as these Fstimates prove to he
the case. The figures show that, whereas the
expendilure previously was £178,880, this
year the amount iz £404,500. The Pre-
migr explained the reason for the
inerease, and how the money was to
be allocated. The Estimates discloze
the best alloeation of available wmoney
that could be devised in the cirenm-
stances, We have to be satisfied with
things as they are, but I look forward hope-
fully te the time when one particular work,
namely the Fremantle traffic bridge, may
become ap accomplished faet. I hope that
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work may he comimenced next year. The
Government are to be complimented upon
their programme, and I feel sure that the
State will benefit considerably from it.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [10.37]: In
his speech the Premier defended the policy
of horrowing money to keep men in cm-
ployment.  That is all very well, provided
the men are engaged on profizhle and re-
productive work, and there is none other
available. One or two memhers have doubted
ihat there is any inahility en the part of
ihe departitent of nnemployment to Al posi-
tions on farms. TE they like to secompany
me, T ean disabuse their minds of that
thought. T was in the department last week,
and was shown a sheaf of letters from farm-
ers asking for men who could drive a har-
vester or a header, and offering from 33s.
to £2 a week. While passing from one room
to the other, an officer said to me, “You see
that crowd in front of the counter; not one
of those men will go into the country’” The
men are urgently needed there but they will
not go. T do not biame them for their re-
luetance. TE a man can get work in the
metropolitan area in pleasant swrroundings,
and carn ahout £3 n week, he cannot he
blamed for declining to mo fo the eountry
for 353. n week., It is the daty of the Gov-
ernment to s=ee that men eapable of doing
harvesting work shall take that which is
oftered.

Mr. Tonkin: How do you say that can
be hrought about?

Are. SEWARD: Single men should he
made to take the work. If the wages were
considered to hie too low, the farmers should
be subsidised.

Ar. Toukin: They are being made to do
it. I know of many single men who have
taken on farm work.

Mr. SEWARD: The department eannot
induce tho men to go. Tt has heen xaid that
men have heen exploited, One member re-
marked that o certain individual was owed
as much ag €64 in wages. If that is so, mo
farmer would stand up to justify such a
condition of affairs. We have to remember,
liowever, that if a man is owed £60 in wages,
it means pretiy nearly a  whole year’s
wages. Tf a man is content to go on work-
ing, veceiving no wages but allowing ihe
arrears to grow to that extent, he cannot
be held blameless in the matter. If he
finds that he canoot get his wages from
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the farmer, it is his duty to communicate
ihat fact to the person who sent him to the
1F he did thai, he would probably
There is another aspect
of the matter. Many farmers may in all
good faith let the wage run on. The mun
does not want the wage at the moment, and
it is easy to pay a wage of 30s. or even
more per weck accumulated over a few
weeks., Bul it becomes a different natter
when the anount arises to £30 or £40. 1
there is a bad harvest, the average farmer
cannot possibly meet such a demand. ‘While
there are fanlts one one side, there are
also faults on the other. T myself had in
my employment a young fellow out from
Home who had not received his wages from
the previous employer. [ wrote to the
Migration Department on the subject, but
oot no assistanee from them. I do hope
ihe Minister for Bmployment will go thor-
aughly into the whole question of farm
lahour. The letters T have referred to are
at the Labour Bureau, and the men ave
wanted and cannot be got. During the last
week-end a farmer in my distriet wrote to
me saying that he had communieated with
the Tabonr Bureau a fortnight hack and
had not heen able to get a man, and that
one who had just been senkt up was over 60
vears of age nnd totally unable to do the
work required. T must urge upen the Gov-
ornment the need to provide more capital
for the Agricultural Bank. I have had
several applications on the subject from my
clectorate. The applicants are men on Ag-
ienligral Bank properties who have not
been able to obtain sufficient horses to
carry on their work., T that state of
affairs is to prevail, it means that the secu-
rities of the Agricultural Bank, which is
io say the State, will languish for want of.
proper cultivation and maintenance in
productiveness. There may be au excuse
at the present juncture for not making fresh
capital available, as the Agrienltural Baok
Royal Commission are still pursuing their
investigations; but the time is fast ap-
proaching when arrangements will have to
be made to enable next years operations to
he put in train.  Therefore the attitude
of making no fresh capital available to the
Agrienltural Bank cannot be maintained
much longer. On the Loan Estimates cer-
tain amounts of money are made availahle
for duplication of railway lines, especially

joh.
et his wages.
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the seetion from the Mount TTelena tunnel
ko Norvtham. That is o work T was indeed
sorry Lo see put in hand. I regard it as 2
biz mistake. I would much prefer io see
the money putb into the building of a Jine
from Brookton tn Armadale, and that for
many reasons. Jf the Armadale-Brookton
line were built, it would immediately con-
vert a hopelessly non-paying line into a
pavahle one. T refer to the Brookton-Cor-
virin line, which starts nowhere and gets
nowhere and runs about one train  per
week. A connection from Armadale to
Brooktan would reduce the railage of goods
from Corvigin by about 100 miles. There-
fore the construction of the Brookton-Arma-
dale railway wonld he an economic gain to
the State, obviating the necessity for bring-
ing that huge volume of traffic from Spen-
cer's Brook to Midand  Junetion  which
comes from Navrogin and eastward of Nar-
rogin.  The proposed line would have an
added value from a defence point of view,
hecause it has to be rememhered that at
present all  communieation from Perth
castwards goes along that one strip of line
between Midland Tunchion and Spencer’s
Brook. In time of war it would not be a
difficult matter to put that strip out of
operation.  Therefore the Armadale-Bronk-
ton railway is essential as a sccond lineg of
communication  Another matter which in-
terests me grently was referred to by the
memher for Northam (Mr. Hawke) and
also by the memher for North-East Ire-
mantle (Mr. Tonkin). It is the alarming
inerease in our interest bill. Unquestionably
the amounl is Inereasing at a most
disquieting vate.  However, the reason
for that increase is not the fact that
we are horrowing money, but the faet
that we have been borrowing money at
inereasing rates of interest. Tt is those
rates of interest that are pressing unduly
on the taxpayers of the State. I desire to
quote a few figures from a rather interest-
ing refurn showing how the rate of interest
ot loans has varied during the present cen-
tury, In 1901—before the Commonwealth
came into the borrowing market at all—
18 per cent. of our loans carried interest ai
three per cent., and 785 per cent of our
loans carried interest of from 3 to 4 per
cent. So that 96.5 per cent. of our loan
moneys in 1901 carried interest at from 3
to 4 per cent. In 1811, 99.8 per cent. of
onr loans carried interest of from 3 to 4
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per cent., leaving only .2 per cent. of our
loans carrying interest at anything over 4
per cent. But then a tragic alteration came
about, until in 1931 we find that 5 per
cent, of our loans carried interest at 3 per
cent. while 17.2 per cent. of our loans car-
ried interest at from 3 to 4 per cent, or
22.5 per cent. in all of our loans carried
interest at from 3 to 4 per cent. That is
an alteration in 20 years from 99.8 per cent.
down to 225 per cont. The remainder of
36 per cent. of loans earried interest at f£rom
4 to 5 per eent., and 38 per cent. earried
interest ab frow 3 to 6 per cent. Whal is
bearing so heavily on our taxpaycrs is lhe
fact that successive Australian Governmenis
have inereased the rate of imterest. I may
add that they inereased it in opposition to
the best economic advice given them. There-
fore it is necessary that every available
opportunity should he taken to reduce ghe
rate  of interest. The member for
Norih-Bast  Fremantle, when entering
upon this subject, referred fo the ad-
visableness of borrowing within  Aus-
tralia. In my opinion he was cer-
tainly on solid ground when he made
that suggestion. It has to be remembered,
of course, that the amonnt of money in
Australia is limited, and that it wounld be
inadvisable for Australian Governments to
horrow too frecly here, as thereby they
would prevent Australian money from being
invested in private industry. At the same
time, it seems to be held by most anthorities
now that more of our loans should be floated
in Australia instead of outside onr borders.
I have not heard any explanation of the
iarge inereases in salaries under the head-
ing of “Goldfields and Agrienltural Water
Supplies,” and that of the “Railway De-
pariment.” The increases indicated scen
to me to be very considerable.

MR, NULSEN (Kanowna} [10.51]: The
Kanowns electorate has bheen well treated,
and 1 had not intended to say anything on
the Loan Estimates. The prospectors and
the mining community generally have heen
dealt with on a very generous scale and, to
a certain extent, so has our port of Esper-
ance. The farmers in the district bave re-
ceived the consideration dne to them, but
more courld he done to place them on a
better basis. T thank the Governmeni for
having taken in hand the long delaved work
on the Fsperance jetty., They intend to
spend £120,000 oo that work, which is neces-
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sary, and without which the port and its
hinterland could not continue. The British
shipowners and others refase to make unse
of the port of Esperance unless something
15 done to improve the jetty. Without the
expendifure of money fo improve the har-
bour facilities, the money already expended
in the district would be, to all intents
and purposes, lost. In expressing my thanks
to the (Government for the action they have
taken, I am merely re-echoing the gratitude
of the people of the district. The Goyern-
ment have taken a stand in promoting decen-
tralisation in connection with our ports, that
should have been taken years ago. It is
surely in the interests of the State that each
porl that has a productive hinterland should
be adequately opened up and developed.
Queensland and New Zealand were
developed more suceessfully than many other
places, because their ports were opened up
properly, and those engaged in production
were able to use their natural port. A poliey
of that descripfion is sound and good busi-
ness. In the past Esperance suffered as the
result of vested interests, and had it been
opened up and developed as it should have
heen, it would to-day be a much more im-
portant and better port than it is. 1 am
sure tkaf the money to be spent ai Esper-
ance will be to the advantage of the State.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Railwaeys and Tramways, etec.,
£404,500; Harbours and Rivers, £269,000—
agreed lo.

Fote—Water
£785,500:

Supply and Sewerage,

Ttem, Water Supply in Agrieultural and
North-West Districts (including drainage
and irrigalion), and loans and grants to
local aunthorities and boards, £250,000:

Mr. STUBBS: BSix or seven years ago,
when the previous Labour Government were
in power, the 3,500 farms scheme was in-
augurated. I remember visiting the district
with the present Minister for Lands, and
the Surveyor-General pointed out that if the
country were to he settled, it was essential
that water supplies should be provided.
Receatly work was started on one in the
northern part at Lake Fox and while the
men and the plant are there, I hope the
Minister will consider the advisabhility of
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providing another supply in the Lake Kiug
or bake Ciinm areas,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A request
was made for the provision of two dams in
this area, one at Lake Wing and the other
at Hope Rock. The trustees of the Agri-
cultural Bank and the officials of the Lands
Department were consulted regarding the
site and, as a result, it was decided to eon-
struct a 1,000,000-gallon tank at Lake King.
That work is in hand. If money can be
found when tha!t work is completed, the
plant will he transferred straight to the
other job, which is about 30 miles away. The
member for Pilbara spoke about the wells
along the stock route. Those wells are under
the eontrol of the various local suthorities
who were paid a subsidy of £10 per well
When the slunp came the amount was re-
duced to £5 but since onr return to office I
have made special grants to a number of
local anthorities to enable them to put their
wells in order. That money is there for
them: £5 for each well along the stock rontes
in their district and if special circumstances
can he shown I am prepared to put the wells
in proper order, and I have done it. But the
work of keeping thew in order is for the
local awtiorities.  The hon. member had
better remind the local authorily that the
moncy is there,

Mr. Coverley: That is the trouble, A few
ol the loeal authorities have not applied
Lor ik

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1T am
advised that some of the loeal authorities
said their wells were in good order and there
was no need to spend the money. Conse-
quently an amount has been uneclaimed, but
1 think the word has since gone round and
much of the money has been claimed re-
cently.

The Premier: Perhaps they have taken it
into the rales.

Mr. COVERLEY : T was vlad to hear the
Minister's  announcement fthat special con-
silleration would be given to each well on its
merits.  In the northern parts of the State
there are many wells that require the ex-
penditure of eonsiderably more than £3 or
£10 per annmum to keep them in repair, The
local authorities in my electorate have made
an effort in cach year to replace all iron
tanks by eement tanks, and many other loeal
anthorities  will Tollow that  example if
they ean wet the neeessary money.  One
point the Minisler might consider is the
payent of an amnual subsidy to the local
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authorities for this purpose, instead of wait-
ing for them to apply for the grant.

Vole pub amd pussed,

Voles—Development of Goldfields und
Mingral Itesources, £110,000; Developmeni
of Agriculture, £798,052—agreed to.

Vole—Rouds and bridyes, public build-
£3257,000,

Item.—Roads and bridges in country and
golitlields  distrielis (ineluding feeders for
railways, and grants to Jocal authorities),
£80,000:

Mr. WANSBROUGI: 1 should like to
ask the Minister whether any provision is
made for bridges at Willyeyoung, North and
Eheker.

The Minister for Works: No, they are
not specially provided for.

Itein.—Public Buildings (iucluding pew-
crage and equipmment, new buildings), £100,
000:

My, PIESSE: 1 should like the Minister
to take into consideration the urgent neees-
sity for removing the small school at
Woodlyn to Fifield, east of Broomehill.
Sixteen children are attending the school in
a very small room, and on a hot day it is
impossible for them to remnin in the sehool
and so they have to be taken out under
the shade of a tree. The removal would
serve to provide work for some of the un-
employed earpenters. I hope the Minis-
ter will make a note of this.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
a matter for the Education Department;
it does oot rest with the Works Depart-

Inent,
Mr. Piesse: But they put it in the list of
urgent works.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Waorks Departinent aet as contractors for
other depfrtipnts, 1£ lhe Bdueation De-
partment want the sehool removed, we are
the contractors to do the job, The authority
to shift the building must eome from the
Bducation Department; it does not rest witl:
the Works Department.

Vote put and passed.

Resolutions  reporled wnd the report

atddopeted.

House adjourned at 1111 pan.



